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Hepucca HaTosu yctasio 6pesia mo ysnuiaM BecTmapiiia, CKOJIb3KUM OT MOTOKOB
BO/Ibl, Jiblolelcsa ¢ Hebec. OTHU c/1ab0 MepIliaJiM CKBO3b IeJIeHYy J0X/s, U UX OJIecK
Ka3aJiCs 3JI0BEIUM B CTyUIAIIUXCA CyMepKax. Ee Gosibliie GECOKOW/IM He TBapH,
He/IaBHO MOSIBUBIIMECS B FOPO/Ie, @ CIMIIKOM X0JIOZAHASA MOro/ia U TyMaH, CTyIaBIIUHCS
BCe CHJIbHee, MOKAa He HauyMHaJICSI J0X/Jb; M3-3a CbIPOCTH MOCTOBasl Oblja OYeHb
CKOJIb3Kasl. B MJI0OTHOM 1LIepCTSHOM Ijallle 3aMepP3HYTh €l He T'PO3WJI0, HO UJATH MOJ,

JI0’K/1eM GBLIO BCe PAaBHO HEMPUSTHO, U TOPbKO Ha AylLIe.

Eme rox Haszaj oHa Obl MyTelleCTBOBaJia B 3KUIAXXe B CONMPOBOXAEHUU CJYT.
KoHeuHO, roj Hasaj y JABepeH elle He TOJIUJIUCh KPeAUTOPbl — HE HYXKHO ObLJIO
pa3bupaThbcs C YUMOM JI0JITOB U HEOIJIAYeHHBbIX CYeTOB Ha UMs Myxa. OHa cTapasach
y6eIUTb ceOsl, UYTO B IJIyOMHE AYIIU JIITOH OblLJI XOPOUIMM YesoBeKoM. Ho NbsIHCTBO U
asapTHble UTPbl TyOUJIM KU OoJiee BEJIUKUX JIIOJEeH, U celyac OH Mponaj HeU3BeCTHO
Ky/ia, MPUXBATHUB C COOOM OCTAaTKU CEMENHOro cocTosiHUs. Heprcca He BUHUIIA €ro, HO,
CTYNUB B JIE[SHYIO JIYXKY, OUIYTHJA, KaK KeJyJoK O0O0Je3HEHHO OCXaJjcs, a poT

HaIlOJIHWUJICA rOpeYvblo.

OHa crycKaJsiach 0 yJIHIie )XUJIOTO KBapTasia, BA0JIb KOTOPOU BbICUJIMCh U3SIIIHbIE
OCOOHSIKH U POCJIM CTapble fiepeBbs. Hepucca BCcmoMHUIIa 0 BpeMeHax, Korjia oHa 6paJia
c co60i J1M3abeT Ha 6aJibl-MacKapa/ibl, MIPOBOAUBIIMECS KaK pa3 Ha 3ToH yaune. Toraa
y HUX ellle ObIJIM JIeHbI'M Ha HOBbIE IJIaThs, A Y/IMIIA Ka3aJacb TaKOW BeJIMYeCTBEHHOH
M3 OKHA 3KUMaXKa.. A MOTOM IKHIAXK MCYe3 CJeJOM 3a IJIaThbSIMH, a JlepPeBbs CTaJH
YEepHBIMU U 3JI0BEIIMMH, KOT/]a UX CTapble MepeKpydyeHHble BETBU MPOCTYNaIHd CKBO3b

neJjieHy TyMaHa.

Jlomazet oHa mpojasa B MocaeAH00 odyepeab. OHU ObLJIM CUMBOJIOM CEMEWHOro



MOJIOXKEHHS, TMOCJAe HX MPOJAKU YyKe HEeBO3MOXKHO OblIO MOAJEpKUBAThb JaKe
BUJMMOCTb GJ1aromnosiyuyusi. Tenepb OHa LJa [0 MOKPBIM OT AOX/S YJIWIIAM, CJOBHO
06bIYHas ropokaHka. Heprcca npok/nHazia cyab0y U MeuTasa, YTOObl JLUITOH BCe-TaKU
BEPHYJICS )KUBbIM M HEBPEJUMBbIM, OTPUHYB CBOU NaryoHble npuctpactusa. O6bIYHO OHA
He JitoOWJIa npejaBaTbcs $aHTa3usAM, HO cedyac Majo YTO MOIJIO ee yTellUTb. OHa
MOBTOPSJIA PO ce6sl, UTO HANJIET CIOCOO CIIPABUTHCSA € TPYAHOCTAMU. OHA He JONYCTHT,
YTOOBI ee cecTpa BJaduJia JKaJKoe CylleCTBOBaHHEe U yMepJsa B HulleTe. OJHOU 3TOU
MBICJIM ObLJIO JOCTAaTOYHO, YTOOBI YKpenuThb AyxX Hepucchbl. OHA CMOXKET HAaWTH BBIXOJ, U

HEBAXHO, KAKYI0O I€EHY IPHUAETCA 3allJIATUTb 3d YCIIEX.

CBepHYB Ha GOKOBYIO YJIOUKY, OHAa HAaKOHel] yBU/eJa LieJib CBOero MyTHU: TEMHBIN
CUJIYST, IOX0’KUIM Ha KaMeHHBIH yTec, OTKPbIThIM BceM BeTpaM. Ha caMoM fiesie 3TO 6bLI
BCEero JIMIIb CKPOMHBIX [IOM, OJUH M3 TeX, YTO CAaBajJ BHaeM BuHceHT [lacTUH —
6oraTblii, XOTb M HECKOJIbKO BYJbrapHBbIA JeJsiell U pOCTOBILMK. Brnpouyem, Hepucce
Ka3aJocb, OyATO JOM BO3BbIIIAeTCA HaJ, HeH, CJOBHO TPO3HbIM HCHOJMH. BxoauTtb
BHYTPb €M COBEPILIEHHO He X0TeJIOCh, U OHA B3IJIIHYJIA Ha JBEpPb, CJIOBHO 0XKM/as 4yero-
To. oA Hasaz ciyra c ee mocjaHWeM YyCTpeMMJca Obl K ABepH, a OHa Obl cujesa B
JKHUIaXKe, HETOPOIJIMBO MONKBAsA U3bICKAHHOE KeJPKHCTaHCKoe BUHO. CerosHs ke eu
NPHUILLJIOCH CaMOW NMOJAHUMAThCA NO cTyneHsaM. OHa OblL1a B yXKace M3-3a TOTO, YTO
NPUJETCA MPOCUTh — HET, YMOJIITb — MPOABUTB TepleHue. Ei ka3anock, 4TO OT CThIZA

OHa MMPOBaJIMTCA CKBO3b 3€MJIIO.

Hepucca focturia ABepu U NoAHsJIA PYKY K JBepHOMY KoJjiblly. OHa o6xBaTuIa
X0JIOZJHOE MeTaJlJINYecKoe KOJIbL0, COOpaB BCK CBOK pPEIIMMOCTb, U NOCTydaja B
ZlyO6OBYI0 JiBepb, KOTOpas MOYTH Cpa3dy 3a 3TUM OTKpPbLIACh, YYyThb CJBILIHO CKPUIIHYB

X0poumo CMa3aHHBIMHU NTETJIAMMU.



— B uyeM fies10? — cipocuJ ee JOPO/HbIN MPUBPATHHUK.

Hepucca 3ameTusia ero MNpUNOAHATY0 OpOBb M cO4Ja 3TO MpOSIBJEHUEM
HeyBa)KeHHUs, HO cZiepKajlacb M IpoMoJiyasia. B KoHIle KOHII0B, el IpeACTO/I0 IPOCUTD
0 CBOEM JIOMe, U OHa MO0J03peBasia, YTO Mepa ee OTYassHUSA Obla OYeBUJHA JAaxKe JAJs
cayr. Korga Hepucca y3Haza, 4To JUITOH 3aHAJ AeHbI'Y, 3a/10’)KHMB UX JI0M, OHA OILyTHJIA,
KaK MUp NepeBepHYyJicsl BBepX AHOM. PaHblile oHa BOOOlLe He 3Ha/Ia, UTO TaKoe JI0JITH.
Hepucce 6b110 HE3HAaKOMO Myrawlliee YyBCTBO HEYBEPEHHOCTH B 3aBTpalLIHEM JHE, y
Hee He 6bLJI0 CYETOB, KOTOPbIe GbLJIO HE HA YTO OIJIATUTH, U HEBBINTOJHUMBIX J0JITOBBIX
o6s13aTesibcTB. Ho JOM... 3TO He4yTo coBeplieHHO HHoe. [loTepATb AOM — 3HAYUT
JIMIIMTBCA TOCJAeJHero IMpUCTaHUILA U TOocAeJHeld HaJex/Abl BHOBb 3aHATb
nojobGawiiee MecTo B obiectBe Bectmapmia. JIulib 3TOT J0M MO3BOJIMJ Obl €H
BbIOpaTbCA U3 J0JITOBOM fIMBI, B KOTOPOM OHa O4YyTHUJaCh U3-3a JITOHA. Kpome Toro,

3TO OB/ NOCJIEJHUH IaHC HAUTH JJOCTOMHOIO XXeHUXa IJis JJIN3a0eT...

BepHYB cebe 0ObIYHOE CaMOO6JIa,ZLaHI/Ie, OHa BEXKJINBO, HO HEIIPEKJIOHHO OTBETHJIA

ciayre: — MHe HY>XXHO IMOTOBOPHUTDL C TOCIIOAWHOM ABCTI/IHOM.

3aTeM OHa BCIOMHMJIQ, UTO €ellle He npeacTtaBuacChb, U AO6aBI/IJla!

— { Hepucca HaTtousu.

[IpuBpaTHUK pa3yMbIBaJ [0Jiblile, YeM ObLIO Obl MPUJIMYHO B TAKUX CAyYasix, 110
MHeHUI0 Hepucchl, a 3aTeM, K ee KpalhHeMy U3YMJIEHUIO, ObICTPO NpousHec: «f y3Halo,

JloMa JIM TOCIIOAAMH», U 3aKPbLJI Mlepe]] Hell BePb.

3To 6bLIO yxKe CJIMIIKOM. OHa ocTajiach CTOATb Ha rnopore, CJI0OBHO KaKOM-TO

YJIH‘{HbIﬁ Toprosen HJIA 0OBbIYHBIN MMOCETUTEJID, l'IpI/II_[IeZ[H_II/Iﬁ 10 HE3HA4YUTEJIbHOMY



,Z[eJIY! HepHcca Heé 3HaJla, YTO M OTBETHUTb HaA TaKoOe€ OCKOp6JI€HI/Ie. OHa o06s13aTeJIbHO

pacckaxeT JJ3CTHHY 0 TPyOOCTH €ro CJIyT.

OHa mojayMasia 0 TOM, YTO K/IeT ee Be4epoM. JJIM3a0eT yMoJisiJla ee OCTaThCA U
ChITPATh C Hed B KapThl. Hepucca ropbko ynbioHyack. Ee cecTpa Morsia 661 JymMaTh 0
TaHIlAX W BCAKUX pa3BJieYeHHUSX, Jlake HaXoAsCb B ropsiieM jome. Bropouewm,
npoucxojsiiee ¢ 4oMoM HaTo/in B KAKOM-TO CMbICJIe MOXKHO ObIJIO YIIOZAO0OUTH MOXKapy,
W TOCJeACTBUS UM TPO3WUJU He MeHee TMedasibHble. JJIM3a6eT OXKHJAJI0 caMmoe
He3aBHJHOe Oy/yllee: OHa ObLIAa MOJIOZA U NMpPeKpacHa, HO y Hee He OCTaBaJioCh HU
MaJiedlllero IaHca BbIATH 3aMy, IIOKa 0JIarOCOCTOSIHUE CEMbU He 6yJeT
BOcCcTaHOBJIeHO. Hepucca crapasach He JyMaThb 0 GOpAe/ssX U UTOPHBIX MPUTOHAX, Te
poIOBasi YECTh €€ CeCTPhI 06paTUIACh Obl B MpaX, HO ABCTBEHHO OLIyIaJia, KaK B ropJe
obpa3zoBasici KOMOK. OHa HamoMHUJIA cebe, UYTO JUTOH ObLJI XOPOIUIMM YeJIOBEKOM... B

rJyouHe AyIIH.

/lBepb BHOBb pacnaxHysach, U Hepucca npurorosu/acb 6b1J10 BOUTU BHYTpPb, HO
NpUBpPaTHUK NpousHec: «[0cnoAuH He IpUHUMAET NoceTUTesel». B ero ToHe He ObLIO

Jlaxke c71ab0¥ TeHU YBaXKeHMUSI.

Hepucca 3aMenikasace, 3aHecs1 HOTY HaJ, noporoM. Hey»esn oHa He ocJbllanach?
JTOT BBICKOUKA-TOProOBel] ¥ NpaBJa OTKa3blBaeTcsl ee NpUHAThH? KpoBb nmpuinia kK ee
IleKaM, HO OHa 3HaJla, YTO J0JDKHA JepxkaTb cebs B pyKax. Ec/id yCTpOUTH ClieHy, 3TO
JIMIIb YCYTYOUT YHIKeHUe. Ee MaThb 4acTeHbKO IOBOPUJIA, YTO 6JIarOPOHYIO KEHIUHY
MOXXHO BCerjja OTJIMYUTb II0 MaHepe TmoBeJeHus, U Hepucca He cobupanach
npeAcTaBaTh IMepej, 3THM HEBEXEeU-CAyrol WM ero OecnapJOHHbIM XO03WMHOM B

HEBLITOJHOM CBETE. OHa He AaCT MM yAOBOJIbLCTBUA BHAETbL, YTO €€ BbIBEJHU U3



paBHOBECHUA, U 6y,£[eT BeCTHM cebs1 YMHHO U 6GJuiaroBocnuTaHHo. OHa C06paJ13.Cb C
MBICJSIMM U JIMIIb OTBeTWJIa: «O4eHb Xopouio», a 3aTeM I'pallHO3HO pPa3BEPHYJIACh,

YTOOBI YUTH.

[TokpbIThle 6pycYaTKON MOCTOBbIE ObIIM MOKpPBI OT A0X/s. Hepucca uia gomoi,
U JJ0XK/b Telepb JIWJ Kak u3 BeJipa. OT6secku niamMeHu GoHaper U cBeYell oTpakaluch
B JIy»Kax, U OHA M30 BCEX CUJI CTapaJsiach B HUX He CTynaTh. Ee THEB MOCTENEHHO yTHUXalJl,
¥ Ha CMEHY eMy NpPHUILJIU CTpaxX U oTyasiHWe. OHA 6Gbljla HACTOJIBKO MOpaXKeHa 0TKA30M
Jl3CTHHA MOTOBOPUTH C HEH, YTO YMyCTWUJA U3 BUAY NociaencTBus. EW He manu jaxe
IIaHCa MOMNPOCHTb 006 OTCpPOYKe BO3BpaTa J0JIra, He MO3BOJIUJIU YMOJSATb O JOME,
npuHajJiexaBuieM ed U JausabetT. [losokeHre ObLJIO OTYAasiHHBIM, KOI/la OHA IJa K

AOMOBJIaZ€JIbly, HO Te€llepb BCE CTaJIO HAMHOT'O XY»Ke.

[lorpy>keHHasi B CBOM MbICJM, OHA BJIpyr ycCJblllaja TUxoe pxaHue. Hepucca
MO/IHsJIa TOJIOBY, U XOJIOAHbBIHN [0 /Ab OMBbLI ee Jinio. OHa NOHAJIA, YTO He y3HaeT YJIUILLY,
Ha KOTOpPOM OKa3aJsach. Y3Kasi, TeMHas yJIoyKa NeTJsaa U u3rubanace, 6y ;To TPONHMHKA
B JIO’K/IJIMBOM JIECy, T/le TaUJIMCh HeBeJlOMble CylLeCTBa, BHE3AMHO MOSBJSIOLIMECS U3
TbMbl. Heprcca xopouio 3Haja ULIMpOKHe YJaWLbl U OysnbBapbl BecTmapiia, HO 3Ta

MyCTbIHHASA U 3JI0Bellasi JJopora 6blj1a el He3HaKoMa.

OHa [TOBEPHYJIACb, IIbITAACH O6Hapy}KI/ITb HCTOYHHUK 3BYKd, U BHOBb YyCJIbIlaJid
paHue, Ha cel pa3 BMeCTe CO CKpHUIIOM U CTYKOM KOJIeC 3KHIIaXKa. HpOK}II/IHaH TyMaH,

HepI/Icca orjidjgesiach. HewusBecTHO, 4TO InyraJo ee OoJIblIIE: MyCTbIHHAA T€MHad yJIO9Ka



HJIN HeBH,E[PIMbIﬁ sKunax. BHe3anHo nepen HeW BCTaJ Ha I,ELI:>I6I:>I erJIbHO-‘lEprIﬁ KOHD,
KOTOpOro KpyTo oOCaauJl BO3HHLQA, AEPHYB 3a IMNOBOAbA. Horu HepI/ICCbI €/lBa HeE
MNOAKOCUJIUCb OT CTpaxda, HO BHE€3allHO »XWBOTHOE€ YCIIOKOWJIOCh, a BO3HHIA

HEBO3MYTHUMO CMOTpPEJ Ha Hee, 6y,L[TO HHU4Y€ero He Npor301lJIO.

Efi Obl1 HE3HAKOM BH/I JIUBPEU CJYTrd, HO MOKPOW ObLI CTApOMOJHBIM: TaKasi
oJleX/la BbIlLJIAa U3 MOJbl JIeT ABaJlaTb Ha3aJ, He MeHblle. OHa BHOBb CKJIOHHWJIA
rOJIOBy U ellle SIBCTBEHHee OLIYTHJA BCIO IMOCTBIJHOCTb CBOETO MOJIOXKEHUS Mepes
JIUIIOM 3HATHOTO WU yBa)KaeMOTrO 4YeJIOBeKa, HO TYT ee OKJMKHYJH 10 MMeHU, U OHa

P€3KO0 IMogHAJIa I'OJIOBY.

— Hepucca?

[osioc 6bIJ1 MATKUM, HEXKHBIM U SIBHO MPUHA/JIeXKasl MOYTEHHOU JJaMe B JIeTax, HO
Hepucca ero He y3HaBasia. OHa MojoLLIa K OKHY 3KHIIaXa, U3 KOTOPOTO MOKa3aiach
TOHKasl CTapyeckasl pyka, o6e3o0pakeHHasi apTpuToM. Hepucca Hampsirjiia 3peHue,

CTapadACh pa3rIdaeThb JIMIO B IOJIYMPAKe 3KHUIIa»Ka.

— Ja?

— He croiite TaM, MOA Aoporasd. XBaTUT MEP3HYTb IIoJ4 A0XJAEM, Bbl HABEPHAKA

IMPOMOKJIN O HUTKH. HaTaHuamb, OTKpOI‘/JI ABEpbhb.

Bo3Hu1a JIOBKO CIIyCTUJICA C KO3eJl U 6e3 eJUHOI0 3ByKa MOYTUTEJNbHO paclaxHyJl
JiBepb 3Kunaxa. Heprcca MUIOCTUBBIM KMBKOM Mob6Jiarojapu/ja ero u 3abpajacb B
skunax. OHa OblIa CJAMILIKOM O03aJladieHa, 4YTOObl Ji0Jlee HCIbITbIBATb CThl, U €e

[neperoJHAa/ia 6]IaFO,ELapHOCTb 3a TO, 4YTO el MO3BOJIMJIU YKPBITBCA OT JOX/AA.



YcTpouBiIKMCh Ha AepeBAHHOM CKaMbe, OHa IOMOPrasa, YToObI IJ1a3a IPUBBIKJIU K
TEMHOTEe, U 3aTeM pasIidgjesa IOJHOBAaTOe JIULO, HWCIEeL|peHHOe MOpLUHAMU U
obpaMJieHHOe ceJlbIMU KYAPSMH, U TeJI0, yCoxllee OT CTapOCTH [0 pa3MepoB pebeHKa.
Hepucca cygopoxHo cTapasacb NPUIOMHUTbL ee HWMs, HO He Moria. Hu enuHou
foraaku! A Besb ee cobecefHUIA onpeZiesieHHO 3Hala Hepuccy 1 oTHecsach K Hel 1o-

,Z[O6pOMy — B OTVIM4YHE OT IIPOYUX roCIIoa N3 BeCTMapLLIa, Bce 6oJiee CTOPOHHBIIIHUXCA €€.

— I[lpomy mpocTUTh MeHs,, — HAKOHel, 3aliHasiCh, MpousHecaa Hepucca, B TO
BpeMs KaK >KeHIMHA 6JIar0CKJIOHHO CMOTpeJsa Ha Hee. — [IpUCKOPOHO, HO 51 HUKAK He
MOTY PUIIOMHUTb, IZle Mbl BCTPEYaJIUCh.

Ee cobeceguuna ynabibHynach U nortpenasna Hepuccy mo 3amepsuieit pyke. Ha

OLLyNb KOXKa CTApOU JlaMbl Obljia 10X0XKa Ha CyXOH MepraMeHT.

— He 6ecnokoiiTech, Mosi fjoporasd. Mbl He BCTpe4a/MCh paHbIlEe, TaK YTO He

YAUBHUTEJIbHO, YTO Bbl HE IOMHUTE MEHA.

3aMeTuUB H3yMJIEHHWE Ha JIUIe Hepnccm, OHa y.HbI6Hy.HaCb eme mupe M

npoAOoIXKHUIA:

— 4 CTapHHHbIﬁ ApyT Ballero ceMelcTBa U JAABHO IIpUIVIAAbIBAIO 3a BaMHU.

Heyxxenun ona noamurnyna Hepucce? Ta He 6blia B 3TOM yBepeHa, HO HAa MUT
3aTansia JbIXaHWe: el MpeACTABUJIOCh, UTO 3Ta JKEHIIMHAa — JaJibHSAs, BCEMU
no3abbiTasi pPOJCTBEHHMI]a, FOTOBas OCTaBUTb HacaeAcTBO Hepucce u Idsn3zaber.
CHayasia MbIC/Ib BbI3Bajla OTBpAllleHUEe, HO UX OXUJAAJI0 yKacHoe Oyayliee, U JII0O60U
YyeJioBeK, CIIOCOOHbIN MPOTSAHYTh PyKY MOMOLU U CIIACTHU CEMbIO OT HEB3ro/l, TpeboBasl

BCero ee BHMUMaHHUA U Hpe,[[e]leOI)’I JE€JINKATHOCTH B 06paI_I_[eHI/II/I.



— Bbl... npurisbiBaju 3a MHOW? 3HAYUT, BAM U3BECTHO...

Hepucca yMoJiksa, He [OrOBOpHMB, M CJlerka B3MaxHy/Ja pPyKoH, 0003HA4YWB
6e/CTBEHHOE IO0JIOXKEHUE CBOEW CeMbH JIUILb KECTOM; O MOJO0OHBIX 06CTOSATENbCTBAX

He CTOWJIO YIIOMHWHATL B 06H_leCTBe. CTapaﬂ JaMa €1Ba 3aMe€THO KHMBHYJIA.

— borocs, 4To Tak, Mod Muiad. Ho, Kak HU CTpaHHO...
OHa npepBaJsiach, 6pPOCUB B3IJISiJ, HA IJIOTHYIO MeJIEHY J0X/Js 32 OKHOM, 3aTeEM
NPOJIOJIKUJIA, U B ee B3IJisi/ie Obljla 3aMeTHA CTpaHHAas COCPeJ0TOYEHHOCTb.

— Bo3MOXxHO, g CMOr'y IOMO4b BaM B 3TOH... CKOXKEM TaK, CUTyallhH.

Hepucca ycunmem BoJIM clep:KMBajJa 3MOIMH, COXpaHASA OGecHpUCTpPaCcTHOE
BbIpaXXeHUE JIUIA, HO Cepille ee CKUMAJIOCh OT paJloCTHOro mpeadyBcTBUsA. OHa Bce
elle TepsiJlach B JOTaJikaX O TOM, KTO ’Ke OblJa ee BHe3alHas OJarofieTeJibHUIA, HO
OTKpBIBIIASICS MpeJ Hel BO3MOXKHOCTh CIIaCeHUsl CyJIMJIa BEpHOE U CKOpoe U36aBJieHHe

OT HEB3Tr0/. Hepncca TIIATEJIbHO 06,U,YMbIBaJIa CBOHM CJIOBa.

— BbI cMOXKeTe MHe TOMOYb?

— Bo3MmosicHo, cMOry, Mod goporasd. M BOT 4TO MbI c/ejiaeM... I/IrpaeTe JIN Bbl B

KapThbl?

Hepucca cousia 3TOT BOpPOC HEYMEeCTHBIM U Obljla Y/UBJeHa BeCbMa HeJIOTUYHBIM
OBOPOTOM Oeceibl, HO yTBEPAWUTEJIbHO KUBHyJ/A. /le0 B TOM, UTO OHA CYUTaJACh
OJHUM M3 JIy4YUIUX UTPOKOB B BecTMapiue: oCTpbIM IJa3, LENKUU yM, Jja U Be3JO eH
yacto. OHa HUKOrJa He MOAJAABaJach CTPACTU K WUrpe, Kak JIITOH, HO el J0BeJoCh

ONNYCTOIHNTb HEMAJIO KOIIEJIbKOB CBOUX OIIIIOHEHTOB M3 BbICHIEI'O O6H_[eCTBa BO BpeMA



«TOBapUILeCKUux» napTuil B «Cyab0y» WK B «/JUKOro rycs». 3Hasa Jiu 06 3TOM cTapas
fama? Heyxenu oHa mpejJiaraja cbirpaTh ¢ Hel? Hepucca ougyTusia pacTepsiHHOCTb;
JIITOH MOCTaBUJ HAa KOH COOGCTBEHHOCTb MX CEMbH W MPOUTrpaJ, HO BApPYr y Hee
MOJIyYUTCS BEPHYTb COCTOSIHUE TeM ke 06pa3om? JIMLb MpU MBICAU 06 3TOM roJioBa

HepI/ICCbI 3dKpPYXHWJaCb, HO OHA JIMIIb JIET'KO y.]lbI6Hy.HaCb N OTBETHJIA:

— /Jla. /I urpar B KapThl.

JKHUIaXX OCTAHOBUJICS Y BOPOT ee COGCTBEHHOTO JJOMa; BbIis HapyxKy, Hepucca c
pPaZlocTbl0 OTMETHJIA, UTO J0XK/b MpeKpaTuics. Tydu paccessiicb, U HaBepXy 3acCUSJIU
TBICIYM 3Be3Jl, OCBelllaBliMe HOYHOe Heb6o HajA ropogoM. BHesanmHo Hepwucca

ob6epHyJach, MpUAEpKaB ABEPILY 0 TOTO, KaK Ta 3aKPbLIACh.

— MHe Y KaCHO HEJIOBKO, HO 1 BCe€ ellle HE 3HAI0 Balllero MMEHHU.

— 0x, Kak rJIymno C MoeH CTOpPOHBI, 4 BeJb TAaK K He MIpeACTaBUJIaChb. MeHns 30BYyT

KapJsioTTa.

— 3aMevaresibHO, KapsioTTa. I 0kMjaro Bac ¢ BUSUTOM 3aBTpa K yKUHY. Bbl He
KeJlaeTe IPUCOEJMHUTBCA K HaM 3a CTOJIOM, IpeX /e 4eM MbI CbITPaeM NapTHUIO?

— Onpe,aeneHHo He KeJialo, AUTA Moe. b | npeanodrTaro y>KMHATb B OJUHOY€CTBE.

MU ¢ stuMu cinoBaMu JdaMa 3aKpbljia ABE€pPb, 3a/iBUHYJ/Ia ACPEBAHHYIO IIdaHEJIb, U

SKHUIIaX yMYaJIiCd AaJible 110 yJInILe.

y HepI/ICCbI KPYy?»KHNJIaCb I'OJIOBA, ITIOKA OHA TIOJAHHUMaAJIACh 110 CTYIIEHbKAM K BXOLLHOI‘/JI

ABEpH. BbITh MOXET, y 3araaquoﬁ HE3HAKOMKHU UMETCA CpeACTBa U OHA IIPOCTO UIIET
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noBoj, nomoub Hepucce u JinzabeT. Hy KoHeyHO, Urpa — MPOCTO JieJMKaTHBIN
IpeJiJIoroM, YTOObI U36€KaTh HEJIOBKOM CUTYyalUU: BeJib €CJIM 6bl cTapas JaMa NpocTo
otaasa Hepucce faeHbru, 3To Obl BBIVISIZEJO0 KaK 0JIarOTBOPUTEJNbHOCTb. A MOXET,
apJIoTTy OoJibllle HWHTepecyeT WUrpa C Cepbe3HbIMU CTaBKaMM, 4eM O6JiaromnoJydue
Hepuccel. UTo kK, nycTh Tak. fIcHoe faeso, el A0BOAUIIOCH CJbIIIATh O BCEBO3MOXHbIX
yyZladyecTBaX, KOTOpble MO3BOJIS/IM cebe OGorauu BecTmapuia B JjeTaX, a MHOrAa U
HabJ/01aTh X caMoil. Eciiu KapJsioTTa X04eT ceirpaTh, Hepucca ¢ paZjocTbhio corsiacuTCs

Ha MapTHIoO.

Ha cnepyrouuii Beyep, KOTZia CyMepKH OMYCTU/INCh HA TOPOJ U JIOM GbLI OKyTaH
nosyMpakoM, Hepucca OecrnokoiiHO Opoausiaa mo KoMmHate. A BApyr Kapuorra
JleICTBUTE/NIbHO He B CBOEM yMe M COBepLIEHHO 3abblia 06 ux yroope? MoxeT, 3TO

OblJ1a IPOCTO KeCcToKas myTKa? A BAPYT?..

Hepucca ycuiveM BoJiM BBINPSIMUJIACh M 3acTaBuya cebst ycmokouThbcs. OHa
orJisifiesla KOMHATY: 3/lech Obljla co6paHa Jiydlliasi ocTaBliasics Mebesib, mapa HaTepPThIX
Jlo GJjiecka MacJsSHBIX JIaMI SIPKO TOpeJid, ocBeljasg SIUK C OAHOW M3 MOCJEeJHUX
OYTBIJIIOK KeJ>KMCTAaHCKOTO BUHA M JIBa KyOKa. M, caMo cob60ol, HA TeMHOM OJiecTsleM

CTOJI€ JIeXaJia KOJIoAa KapT.

Hepucca He ciydyaliHO BbIGpasia MMEHHO 3TH KapThl: HA HUX 6bLJI U306pakeH repo
cembu HaTtosm. OHa xoTesia yMaTh, YTO UTPAET BO UMS CJIABHOTO OYAYLIETO CBOETO

A0Ma, U 3TH ocobnle KapThbl 4OJIX)KHBI OBbLIU MNOAYEPKHYTDb BaA*XHOCTb CTAaBOK.

O pa, craBku. Hepucca BHOBb B3IVIIHYJla Ha OOUTYI0 6apXaTOM KOPOOOUKY,
KOTOpas Jiexasa psioM C KapTaMU. B Hell XpaHWINCh Te HEMHOTHE JparoleHHOCTH,

KOTOpbI€ OHa CyMeJia OTbICKATb. O6bIYHBIN FrOpoXaHHH C4YeJl Obl 3TO eJbIM
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COCTOSIHMEM, HO OHH He CTOWJIM HUYEro 1Mo CPaBHEHHUIO C 6OTAaTCTBOM ee CeMbH, KOTOpOe
OHA CTpeMuJIacb BepHYTb. Heprcca 3Hasa: oHa 06s3aHa BBIUTPATh, MPUYEM He OAWH
pas, 4ToObl NONpPaBUTH Jesia AoMa HaTtosu. TeM He MeHee, HeJib3s ObLIO Cpa3y B3MThb
BEPX HaJ, CTapyXoM-OJiarojieTe/ibHULIEN, YTOObI HE CYTHYTh ee. Hy:kHO AelcTBOBAaTH

AE€JIMKATHO, HECIIEIHO U C BeJIMyauien OCTOPOXHOCTBIO.

— Hepucca! CmoTpu!

[loTok ee mbicen npepBasics, U Hepurcca B3porHysa OT HEOXKU/IAHHOCTH, KOT/ia B
KOMHATy BIOPXHYJ/Ia CUSIOIIAs OT CYacTbsl cecTpa. JavM3abeT ObLIa ofieTa B Haps/,
NOKPBITBIM YeM-TO BPOJe aJiblX, OYPbIX U OpaHKeBbIX JIUCThEB CBepXy A0HU3Y. Hepucca
BHYTpPEeHHE CO/Z[pOTHYyJIaChb NPU BHUJle TAaKOW KAapTHUHBbI, HO CyMeJia JIETKO YJbIOHYThCH,
OTBETHB Ha LHIMPOKYIO YIbIOKY cecTpbl. UHOI/Ia ee BO3MYI1[a/i0 OUEBU/IHOE HEBHUMaHUe
Jn3abeT K MOCTOSTHHO yXy/LIA0LEMYCs MOJIOXKEHHI0, B KOTOPOM OHHM O4YTUJIHCh, HO
Hepuccy ouyapoBbiBajia ee KpacoTa U McTo4aeMasl e Jilo60Bb K kU3HU. OHa cTaja Obl
NpeKpacHOM >KeHOM JiJisd JIID60ro U3 JOCTOMHBIX rocnof, Bectmapiia. OHa jaxke mMoruia
ObI BBIUTH 3aMY> U 32 HEKOTOPBIX I'OCIO/, MeHee 6J1aropoAHOr0 MPOUCXOXKIEHUS... ECH
ObI TOJIbKO Y Hee ObLJI0 JOCTOMHOE HACJeCTBO. YBbI, BCe HACJE/CTBO MOLLJI0 Ha YIJIaTy
JIOJITOB JUITOHA, W Jyiu3abeT KJaja JoJrasg OJAWHOKAas XU3Hb WU ellle XyXe —
3aMy»eCTBO 3a IJiebeeM-BbICKOYKOW, KYMUBIIMM cebe MOJIOKEHUE B 00LecTBe U B
ceMbe HaTosin. Hepucca coaporsysach OT OJJHOM MbICJU 00 3TOM M CUJIOW yAepkajia
yJAbIOKY Ha JIMIle, B TO BpeMsl KaK JyiM3abeT Kpy»KuUjacb MO KOMHATe B KaKOM-TO

110J00MH1 6aJIbHOTO TaHIIA.

— Bugums, 1a? Buguiib, KTo g7

HepI/Icca yAepxKajsaCb OT A3BUTEJ/JIbHbIX 3aMedyaHuH, Cpa3y nNpumeam1ux Ha yMm, U
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CIIOKOMHO OTBETHJIA:

— Jlaxke He 3HAl0... IPUBOPHbIX Iy T?

Jdnu3abeT pe3Ko 3aMepJsia, He 3aKOHYWB NMHPYIT, U 033/Ia4€HHO BO33pHJach Ha

cecTpy.

— lyT? Tel cyrTaewp, 4YTO 4 rJymna, cecrpa’?

OHa mnomnbITajacb COXPAaHUTb Cepbe3HbId BUJ, HO 3aTeM Y/IbIOHyJIach U
3axuMXMKaja, a 3aTeM XHWXUKaHbe Nepepocso B TPOMKHUH Becesbldl cMeX. Jiu3abeT

3aKpy»ujacb BOKpyr Hepurcchl, 1OYTH COMB TY C HOT.

— ‘{epe3 ABe€ HeeJn y f[aHKaCTepOB 6aJI, N 4 HaKOHel-TO CHOBaA CMOTI'y MOUTHU

IoBeceJINThbCA!

Ona cxBaTusia Hepuccy 3a miedd, mbITasicb NOKa3aTb Mepy CBOEro BOCTOpra
CKy4HOHM cecTpe, JIMUIEHHONW 60raToro BOOOpa)KeHUs; BCS OHA Oblja BOMJIOLEHHEM

HMCKpEeHHeH paZiocTH, KaKyl0 06bIYHO OLIYIAOT JeTH.

— TrI roBopullb, YTO A He MOTY IocellaThb 0asbl, IOTOMy YTO HaM He Ha 4TO
KyNUTh HOBBbIe I1aThd. Ho rocnoxa Jlankactep roBopUT, 4TO Ha 3TOT pa3 HaM CaMHUM

HY>KHO CIIUTb cebe KOCTIOMBI, U 1 Nouy!

OHa oTnpsHy/Ja W 3aMepJsia B NpUYYJJIMBOM mno3e. Hepucca BHOBb o06pena
paBHOBECHE W OKHUHYyJA B3MVISIAOM KapThl MU BHUHO, YTOOBI yOEJUTBHCS, YTO BCE MO-

[MpeXXHeMy Ha CBOUX MeECTax.

— Tema MacCKapaja — BpeMd, — INpPeyBeJIMYEHHO CEepbe3HO0 IPOHU3HEC/Ta
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dnuzabeT. — Hy uTo, Tenepb noHsa, KTO 517

Hepucca BHOBb cocpefoTOuM/Ia BHHMMaHUMe Ha CecTpe M OIVIAfeNa  ee.
[IpucMoTpeBUIMCh, OHA 3aMeTWJ/a, 4YTO IJIaTbe JJM3abeT MOKPBITO OOpbIBKAMHU
nepraMeHTa U KyCOYKaMHy TKaHH, aKKYpPaTHO IIPUKPEIJIeHHbIX K CTApOMy KOPUYHEBOMY
nsatblo. OHa XOTesla OTBETUTh YTO-TO HAaCMeLLJIWBOe, HO celyac ObLIO He BpeMs AJs

3araok.

— JlepeB0?

J/1M3a6eT pa3o4yapoOBaHHO B3/I0XHYJIa M BCTPAXHYJA KyAPSAMH, NOBEPHYBLIUCh K

Hepucce.

— /Jla Het ke, raynbilmika. f oceHb! Heyxesu 1o JUCTbSIM HEBO3MOXHO

JorajgaTtbcsi?

Ha CeKyHJly B €€ BbIPa3UTEJIbHbIX KApHUX IJla3aX IMPOMEJIbKHYJIa JierKad TEHb
HEYBEPEHHOCTHU. B KOHIl€é KOHLOB, A€BYUIKA HapdAWJ/JlaCb B IpoUJoroJgHee IlJIaThbe,
HacCllex yKpalleHHOoe HepFaMeHTHOﬁ GYMaI‘OI‘/JI U KUCeel, U Jierkas 00eCIOKOEHHOCTb

6bL1a BriosiHe moHsATHA. Cepane Hepurcchbl pacTasiio, U oHa 06Hs11a I/M3a0eT.

— PasymeeTcs, 3T0 odyeBUAHO. Thl HacTodIlee BONIJIOLEHHME OceHU. TBOW Hapsp,

npousBejeT Gpypop Ha b6any!

— /Jla, Tak u 6yzer!
J/113a6€eT, U30THYBILIUCh, BbICKOJb3HY/Ia U3 00bATUNW Hepuccel, a 3aTeM cHOBa

3dCMeAJIaACh.

— Cnacu6o, Hepucca. Tenepp MHe HaJlo M JaJjblie BbIpe3aTb JUCTbs. Mopuc
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TIOMOXKET MHe, HO BpeMeHH BCe paBHO YHIeT HEMAJIO.

U c 3tuMu cjoBaMH OHa BblLIeTeJA W3 KOMHAThl, CJOBHO OECIJIOTHBIA AyX
Becesibs. B3oxHyB, Hepucca BApyT Oy THJIA, YTO BOJIHEHHE U HaNpsXKeHUE TTOKUHYJIH
ee. OHa B3s1J1a KOJIOZly KapT M Havasla 3a/[yMUMBO IEPETACcOBbIBATh ee. /loM 6blj BeCbMa
BaXK€H, HO 3a00Ta 00 JsiM3abeT 3aHKMMaJIa BCe ee OMBIC/IbI U TSKKHUM T'PYy30M Jiexasia
Ha cepje. BepHyTb [OCTaTOYHO CpeJCTB, YTOOBI YCTPOHUTDH 3aMYKECTBO CECTPBHL...
TosibkO 3TO MOIJIO U30aBUTh €€ OT TPEBOT M CThi/la, KOTOPbIA OHA €eXXeJHEBHO
HCIBbIThIBAJIA, AYMasi O €e BO3MOXXHOM MPAYyHOM OyAyleM. «Iauzabem 00AHCHA YOauHO
evllimu 3aMmydxc», — TOAyMaJsla OHA U B HETEpPIEeHUU CTHUCHYJA 3y6bl. EH mpezacTosiio

CcaeJiaTb BCe Jid 3TOro, 1 cerogHd Be4epoM BCe JOJIXKHO ObLIO pEemruTbhCA.

— O Hert, cnacubo, Aoporasg Mos. YBbl, B IOCJeZlHEe BpPeMsl s COBCEM He b0

ropA4YMUTEeJIbHOTO.

KapJsioTTa B3MaxHy/la TOHKOM XpYNKOM pyKoM, Korga Hepucca npennoxuna e
KyOOK BMHA, U Ta BHOBb IIOCTaBWJIa €ro Ha CTOJI, OLUIYTUB JIETKOE pa3oyapoBaHUE.
MHora aJKoroJsib MO3BOJISJ MOJYYUTh HEOOJIbILIOE NMPEUMYIECTBO B KAPTOYHOU UTDeE,
Ho Hepucca Ha 3T0 W He paccuutbiBasia. OHa cobpasiack € cuiaMy, ObLIa

coCpeaoTO4Y€HHA, BHUMATEJIbHA U laXXe OXKH/[aJid [IaPTHHU C HEKOTOPBIM HETEPIIEHHUEM.

— B moem BO3pacTe, 3HaeTe JIU.. MNPHUXOAHUTCA OTKAa3bIBATbCA OT HEKOTOPbLIX

Belllemn.

KapJsioTTa MHOrosHayuMTe/JbHO ycMexXxHysach, W Hepucca Toxe uH306pasuia

BEXJIMBBIA CMeENIOK, XOTS U NOHSATHSA He MMeJa, CKOJIbKO Ha caMOM JeJjsie JIET 3TOH
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CTpaHHOﬁ KEeHIIHNHeE. E,E[I/IHCTBEHHOG, YTO MOXKHO ObLJIO CKa3aTh HaBe€pHAKa, — OHa yXe

JIOCTUIJIA [JIyOOKOU CTAapOCTH, HO YMUPATh NTOKa He co6Upasiach.

— MWrak, — npousHecsa Hepucca, ynblOHYBUIMCb, — BO 4YTO Mbl ChIrpaeM?

«[Ipob6sieck cBeTa», «Y4acTb» UJIH, MOXKET ObITh, TAPTHUIO B «/JUKOTO rycsi»?

Cama Hepucca BTallHe paccuMTbIBasla, YTO CTapyXa PEeLIUT CbIrpaTh B «/UKOro
rycsi», IOTOMY KaK €l OCOGEHHO XOpOIIO y/aBaJioCh AeJaThb ObICTpble CTaBKU U He
MeHee ObICTPO MX Nepe6GUBaTh, a JJIs 3TOM KePKUCTAaHCKOW UTpbl TAKHE HABBIKM KaK

pa3 O4Y€Hb MO0JIE3HBI.

— Her, HeT. «/luKH# rycb» — CJAMIIKOM ObICTpast Urpa AJs MeHs. [IpegnodyuTaro

YTO-HUOYAB nonpoile. OueHb NPOCTOE.

KapsioTTa KMBHYyJ1a I'0JIOBOH, COIIallasiCh ¢ COGCTBEHHBIMU cjoBaMH, a Hepucca
’KJasa, MMoKa cTapas JaMa INpou3HeceT Ha3BaHHWe Urpbl. OHa BHOBb OLIYTHJIA, KaK

HapacCTaeT HallpAXKEeHHUe, U 4yTb npm‘y6mla BHHO.

— Ho cHauasna, — npomenTana KapsioTTa, ¢ cuioil 06XBaTUB PyKOATb TPOCTU U3
YepHOro JiepeBa, 6osiee 4eM HEOOXOAMMOM CTOJIb XPYIIKOHN JaMe, — CHadasa 06CyAUM
cTaBKU. Hy»kHO pemiuTh, KAKUMU OYJyT.. — WU TYT r'0JIOC ee CTaJ pe3ye, [ja HACTOJIbKO,

9TO 3TO 3BYy4aJIO [jaXKe KaK-TO HE€eCTECTBEHHO — ...CTaBKH.

Hepucca fonuia BUHO U HEJIOBKO MOCTaBUJIa Ky6OK Ha cTos. OHa B3sila KOPOOKY,
06UTyI0 6GapxaToM, |, OTKpbIB, TOpJ0 MPOJAEMOHCTPUpPOBaJa ee CcobeceJHHIE.

Cozep:xrMoe KOPOOKH SIPKO GJIECHYIO.
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— VY MeHA ecTb yKpalleHHs, — TMpPOM3HecJa OHa CO BCEM BO3MOXXHbIM
JIOCTOMHCTBOM. — HekoTopble W3 HUX OBLIM [OCTOSTHUEM HECKOJIbKUX NOKOJIEHHUH
Haulel cembu. K npumMepy, aTo (0Ha JlocTasa rpebeHb, yKpalleHHbIA 30J10TOH BSI3bIO U
KpYyIHBIM canndupoM) — cBaJleOHBIN MOAAPOK Moel 6abymKu. A 3To (OHA OCTOPOXKHO
BbIHYJIa CTUJIET, B PYKOATH KOTOPOTO ObL/IM BCTaBJIeHbl TPU pyOMHA) BCerja HOCUJ NpHU
cebe OpaT Moero Jie/ia, NoKa HaxoAuJcs npu ABope. /loBosibHO 6e3Bpe/iHas BeUvIa, a

He cepbe3HOe OpYKHe, HO 6paT Jieia BCe Ke CYUTAI cebsl HACTOSIIUM BOUHOM.

C 3TUMHM CJIOBaMU OHA paccMesijiach, HO ee CMeX ObLJI BCTpPeYeH HeNMPOHHUILaeMbIM
B3opoM KapsioTTel. Hepucca ybpasa KuMHXaJ B IIKATY/JIKy W 3aMoJiyasa, OXKH/Jas, uyTo

OTBETHUT CTAapad XEeHIHWHA.

— HeT, — BpIjOXHYJIa cTapyxa, NO-NIPeXXHEeMy NPUCTAJbHO a4 Ha Hepuccy. —

l,ZI,YMESII-O, HaM CTOHT... IOBBICUTb CTAaBKHU.

OHa oTMes1a Bce HepaB60p‘II/IBbIe BO3paxKeHHdA HepI/ICCbI OJHHUM JIETKKNM B3MaXOM

PYKHU.

— [losiarar, cTaBKH [OJIKHbI OBbITh BBICOKM KaK HHKorga. Yero 6bl Bbl, MOd

Joporasd, XoTeJn 0o0JIbllIe BCETro Ha cBeTe?

Hepucca 3aMenikasach, He 3Hasl, YTO U lyMaTh: TO JIU CTapyXa 6bljia He B cebe, TO
JIU LIyTWJIA, TO JIK JieJio ObLI0 B 4eM-TO emie. Heyxequ 3To 6bLI JIMIIb CIOCOO
IpeIJIOKUTh OIJIATUTh BCe JOJITH ee ceMelcTBa? ['osioBa Hepucchl 3akpykusiach npu

MBICJIM 00 3TOM.
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— Hpem,ae 4YeM Bbl OTBe€THUTE, CTOUT IOAYMATb XOPOIIE€HbLKO. O6p6TEHI/Ie
XKejslaeMoro HWHorga IMnpuBOoAUT K HEOXKHWIAHHBIM KW HE CIHIIKOM IIPUATHBIM

I1OCJIeICTBUSIM.

KapJioTTa yab16Hynack, 1 Heprcca BHE3amnmHO 0CO3HaJIA, YTO Ta UCTBbIThIBAET ee. Hy
koHeyHo! [loxkusast jlaMa He MPOCTO MpejJiaraja CBO MOMOLb, KeJlasi OMJIATUTh HUX
Jl0JIT; OHA pellunJia UCIIBITATh CBOI cobeceHuULy. Hepucca TmaTesibHO 064yMaJsia OTBET:
NYCTh OH MPO3BYYMUT KaK MPoChbba MPUMEPHOU KeHbI, a He KakK 6e3/lyllIHOe TpeboBaHUe
JleHeT.

— Xouy, YTOObI C HAMH CHOBA ObIJI MO AOpOrod My, JTOH. [lycTb OH 6poCcUT
CTapble NPUBBIYKHY, OYAET B ICHOM YM€E U BEPHETCS CO BCEM CBOMM COCTOSIHHUEM.

OHa u30 Bcex CWJI IOCTapaJiach, YTOObI MOCJAeAHsAA YacTb NPOChObI 3By4yasa Kak
MbICJIb, MTOCETHUBIIAsI €e y)Ke MOoCJe TOro, KaK ObLJI0 BbICKA3aHO CaMOe OT4YasHHOe

KeJiaHHeE.

— IIpekpacHo, MUJIOYKa. A 4TO e B3aMeH? YTo caMoe LleHHOe U3 BCero, 4eM BbI

o6Js1agaeTe? YTo Bcerga 6b1J10 4YaCThIO BAC M YTO TOJILKO Bbl CMOXKETe MHe JaTb?

HepI/Icca XOopouo yMmeJia pa3raablBaTb l1apaabl, 1 IOTOMY 6bICTpO BbITIaJIMJIA:

— Moe cepate.

OTBeT OBbLI O4YEBHUEH. Ho Mbicab o TOM, 4YTO THleAylIHad CTapyXa XO04eT

3alloJIYIUTDb ee cepane, 4yTb ObLJIO HEe BbI3BaJla IMpUCTyIl CMexa.

BHe3anHO oHa 3aMeTwJa B [a3ax Kap/JoTTel CcTpaHHbIM OJsieck, U

HEpEeIrTEeJIbHOCTb CHOBA OXBATHJIA €€. Kakoit oTBeT OblJ1 Obl CAMbIM y,ELa‘{HbIM? 151 TYyT
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ee 0CeHMWJIO, U OHa oaapuJia KapsoTTy CHUCXOAUTENBbHOHN YIbIOKOW, C KAKOW B3POC/IbIH

MOT Obl 06PAaTUThCA K peOEeHKY, 3aX0TEeBLIEMY C/I1aJ0CTEN Nepes 06e10M.

— PaSYMeeTCH, BbI BOJIbHBI BbI6paTb 4TO IoXKeJaeTe. f roToBa OTAATb B3aM€EH

9TO YTOAHO M3 MPpUHaAJIeXalllero MHe.

— JloroBopusncb, — TyT e oTBeTWsaa KapsoTta, kak Tosibko Hepucca
3akoHYMa ¢ppasy. Ee 03azaumniio, Kak pe3ko Npo3By4asio 3TO CJI0BO, a B IJIa3aX CTapyxU
Ha MrHOBEHHE TOSIBUJICS >XECTKUW MeTaJJIMiyecKui 6Jsieck. Uau 3To el ToJIbKO
nouyaunocb? Hepucca npekpaTusia BLJIsAAbIBaTbCA W Hajujaa cebe elle BHHA. JTa
’KEHIL[MHA UTPaeT C Heldl B HENOHSTHble UTPbl.. A BO3MOXXHO, BCe JleJI0 B BOJIHEHUH,
MEePEXUTHIX TATOTAX U OTKPBIBIIENCS BO3MOXXHOCTH PACKBUTATBHCS C JOJITAMU CEMbHU:
BOT NMPHUYMUHBI, IOYEMY €e HepBbl TaK paccTpoeHbl. OHa MPUCTAJIbHO B3IVISHYJA Ha
KapsioTTy, HO 3aMeTuJia JHilb Jps6Jible KK U TJIyOOKHE MOPILMHBI Ha OKPYIJIOM
JIUIE, BbIAAIOL[ME MPUBBIUKY 4YacTO Y/AbIOATbCI U cMesTbcsd. Hepucca MbICJE€HHO
yKopusa cebsi 3a TO, YTO JIypHO MoAyMasia O CBOel roctbe. Bo3aMoXKHO, paccy/joK ee U
clerka MoMyTHJICS, HO OHa MOXeT NMoMoub Hepucce, U ee cTapyeckoe 4yAadyecTBO
BrnosiHe 6e3BpeHO. Eciu KapsioTTa »kesiaeT Ha3BaTh YCJAOBHbIE CTAaBKH, MpexJe 4eM
ofaputh Hepuccy u 3snusabet, nycTb Tak U OyAeT. Hepucca rotoBa 6blia cneTb ei
KOJIbIOEJIbHYI0 UJIM MOUTPATh C HEW B JIAAYUIKH, €CJIU CTapasi yy/ladka TOro MoxKeJaer.

YTO yroZHO, ECJIN 3TO CYJIUT 30JI0TO U CEPEOPO.

— OvyeHb xopo1uo.

C 3TUMH c/J0BaMH KapJIOTTa B34J1a KOJIOAY KAapPT U yMeJi0 BbIPOBHAJIA €€ OAHOﬁ

PYKOH.
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— MHrpa ouenb npocra. d TAHy KapTy, a 3aTeM KapTy TsHeTe Bbl. Tak OyzaeT
IPOAOJ/DKATHCS, MOKA Y KaXKJ0M U3 HAaC He OKaXKeTcs M0 TPU KapThl. 3aTeM Mbl Gy/ieM

1oo4yepeZHO OTKPBIBATh APYT APYTY 0 OJHOMU KapTe.

Ona kuBHys1a Hepucce, c10BHO cipallivBasi, Bce JIM Ta NOHsAIA.

— l'[o6e>}<,qaeT TOT, Y KOT'O OKaXeTCd CaMad CTapliad KapTa.

Jla uto 3a riynoctu! Hepucca 60/1bllie HE COMHeBaJIach, YTO CTapyxa Coliljia € yMa.
Wrpa 6blla He HCIObITAHUEM MacCTEPCTBA, BbIMIPHIII 3aBUCEJ JIMIIb OT Be3eHHS.
Hey»kesin oHa JeCTBUTENBHO A0/KHA MOCTAaBUTh HAa KapTy BCe OCTABLIMECS CPeACTBA
cBoel cembu? Cyas mo BbIpaKeHUIO JiuIa KapJsioTThl M IO ee MOBeAeHHIO, CTapas
»KEeHIIIMHA MpeJIBKyIlaa HaMpshKeHHYI0 UTPY, HO BeJlb OT Hee TPe6oBaJoCh BCETO JIMIIb
cAesiaTb CTaBKY U AOBEPUThCA ciayyaro. Kak 6bl TaM HU 6OblLI0, CTapyxe ObLIO pelliaTh,
NOMNpPU/JEPKATh JleHbI'M UM MOJIeJIUThCS UMHU, U T03TOMYy Hepucca cobupasiack cfenathb

BC€ BO3MOXKHO¢€, YTOOBI Y6JIa)KI/ITb ee.

— BbITHHYBIJ_II/If/'I CaMyK0 CTapllyl0 KapTy BBIMI'DbIBA€T, BCE€ ACHO, — CKa3aJla

Hepucca u xxectom npeasioxkuia KapsoTre TAHYTb.

Crapyxa efBa KHMBHYJIA, OTYEr0 ee OEJIOCHEXKHbIE KyJpU CJerka B3J[pOTHYJIH, U
HaKJIOHUJIACh BIlepesi, UTO6bI B3SITh NepByto kapTy. CiesoM TsaHyaa Hepucca, Tak 4To
BCKOpe Inepej, HUMHU Ha CToJle py6allkaMy BBepX Jiexkaso o TpU KapThel, U KapsoTTa

MoJI4a IIepeBepHyJia NePBYIO.

— Bor [IPpOKJIATBE... — l'[pO60pMOTaJ'Ia OHa, a 3aTeéM NOo-AE€TCKH 3aXHUXHKaJid. En
A0CTaJaCb TpOﬁKa KOPpOH, C KOTOpOI‘/JI BpAA JIXM MOKHO PACCHUTBIBATDb HA BBIWT'PBIIII. OHa

HeTepIreJanBo Ha6mo,aa11a 3a HepHCCOﬁ, CJIOXKHMB PYKHU Ha KOJIEHAX. HepI/ICCY HEeMHOTIo
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06€eCIOKOUI S3HTY3HUa3M CTApyXH, U, HAAEACb ITIOCKOpPee TIOKOHYHUTD C HI‘pOﬁ H HGPEI‘;ITI/I K

JleJly, OHa OTKpbLIa CBOI NepBYI0 KapTy. Ei Bblmaso ABeHaAUaTb 3MeHd — BecbMa
HEIJI0XO.
Kap/sioTTa pe3ko OTKpbLIa CAeAyWOIyI0 KapTy — CeMEPKY 3Mell — U CHOBa

Blepu/ja B Hepuccy B3misj cBoMX TropsiliMx, MOJIHBIX HeTepneHus Iva3. Hepucca
3aMsJ/iach: el He HY»KHO ObLJIO MPOJYMbIBAThb XO/ibl, He HY»KHO ObLIO pa3pabaTbhiBaTb
CTpaTEerHIo, U B TO e BpeMsi el He HPABUJIOCh MPOCTO MEPEBOPAYMNBATH KAPThI, IOKA He
CTaHeT SICHO, KTO nob6eaus. OHa HEKOTOpoe BpeMsl BblbHMpasa CAeAYIOLIYI0 KapTy, U

3aTeM NepeBepHyJia BOCbMePKY JIbBOB.

OHa HeMHOTO pacciabuiach. Kakas riynocts! Cymac6posHasi cTapyxa 3aTesJia
3Ty AypalKyl WPy C IVIYNbIMU CTaBKaMH, HO Ha KOHYy ObLIo ee Oyayiiee. Hepucca
pa3MbIlIIsA/IAa HaJA TeM, C KAKHMH CJI0BaMU el HY)KHO OOpaTHUTBhCA K CTapyxe Iocje
urpel. Eil Bcerja xopolio yJaBajoch ONpeJesisiTh HAacTpOeHHWe CONEepHHUKA II0
BbIPQ)KEHHUIO JIMIIA U TIOBE/IEHHI0, U OHA BHUMAaTEJIbHO C/IeinJia 3a KecTaMu KapJioTThl,

KOrzaa Ta MOTAHYJAChb K HOCJIELLHEI;'I KapTe.

Hepucca HeBOJIbHO axHyJsa, KOrjla yBHJeJia Ha CTOJIe MMIEpaTpUlly KOPOH.
[To6uTh Takyw KapTy 6y/eT oyeHb HeJsierko. KapsioTTa oTopBajia B3I/ OT CTOJA U
yctaBuJach Ha Hepuccy; miasa ee xuiHo 6Jiectesnd. Hepucca oTnpsiHysa, HO 3aTeM
B3ss1a cebsd B pykd. Hy pa3Be He 6Ge3ymue? Ilepes Heil cujesna odapoBaTesbHas
CTapyllIKa, TOTOBasi OChINATh 60TAaTCTBAMHU ee CeMblo, a Hepucce BApyr B3ayManoch Tak
Cepbe3HO OTHOCUTHCA K 3TOU WUrpe, B KOTOPOU JjaXke CTAaBKU ObLIM HeHacTosiue. OHa

paccMessiach M C yIbIOKOU B3IVISIHYJ/Ia HA CBOIO 6J1aro/ieTe/IbHULLY.

— [La, Telnepb Bbl ABHO BBIPBAJIMCb BIIepe[, MOA AOporad. HOCMOTpI/IM, 4qTo
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AO0CTAaHETCA MHe...

Hepucca yBuzesa umnepaTpully 3Be3si, U ee OyKBaJbHO 3aTONMJa BOJIHA
obJsierdyeHusi. KapsoTTa 1meskHysa f3bIKOM M TYyT e, COGpaBIIKCh, BcTasna. Hepucca
JlaKe He ycreJsia NpeAJIOKUTh el ChIrpaTh BTOPYI MapTHIO, KaK MOXKWJIAsA JlaMa yxKe
Honpollalach U BhIlJIA U3 KOMHAaThl. Hepucca 6pocusiack 3a Hel BAOTOHKY, OIacasich,

4YTO KaKHUM-TO O6p330M pa3gocagoBaJsia CTapyro jieaAn U YIIyCTHJia CBOM IIAHC.

— Xopouio nmourpajiy, MUJOYKa. A Tenepb MHe Iopa, — ckas3asa KapsoTTa, He

060pavYrBasCh.

HepHcca N30 BCeX CHJI CTapaJiachb, YTOObl ee OTBET He IIpo3By4aJ »KaJIOOHOM

MOJILOOH.

— MoxeT, eme naptuio? Bbl ke mouTu Bblurpasu. Kesaete HeMHOro 6es0ro
KeJpKAcTaHCckoro? Wiy, MoxeT.. — Kak Hepucca HM cTapanach, el He yAajnoch

1306exaThb YMOJIAIONX HOTOK B roJioce.

— A1 Beb yXKe CKa3aJia, MUJIOYKaQ, YTO ropA4YMUTEJIbHbI€ HAIITUTKH MHE HE HPABATCA.

Ecsin 3axoTUTe, 51 3aIVIsIHY ellle 3aBTpa BeYepoM.

— O, 13, pazymeeTcs. I 6yay oueHb paja...

— 4 xe ckasasia, 4TO BbIGUPATH BaM, Jloporyma. Tak 4To MOAyMalTe O CBOeM

pelieHrNH XOPOIEHbKO A0 3aBTpPallHEro sed4epa, — U C 3TUMHU CJIOBAMH OHaA BbIlJia 3a

ZIBEPb.

Hepucca momoTasa rosioBod. O6XaXXKUBaTh 3Ty CTAPYIIKY, YTOObI Ta MOJETH/IaCh

A€HblraMH, IpUAETCA 3HAYUTEJIbHO AOJIblle W THlaTe/JIbHee, 4eM Ka3aJIOCb ITOHAa4dYaJiy.
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CTapaH AdaMa, Ka3aJIoCb, H€ TauJla OT Hee HH4YEero, HO, KaK IIoJiaraJsjia HepHcca, e

npeacrodJsio y3HaThb O KapJIOTTe €lle O4Y€eHb MHOT0€.

Ha6sronass ¢ Kpbliblla 3a TeM, KaK TporaeTcsi 3Kumax, Hepucca BHe3amHO
OIyTHUJIA, KaK CUJIbHO IOX0JIOZAJIO Ha yJulie. Bo3ayx 6bl1 BJaXKeH U MPOXJIaJieH, X010/
OyATO MPOHU3bIBAJ HACKBO3b, XOTsS BCEr0 YacOM paHee IMOroja CTtosia Hemsoxas. U
CHOBa BCe CKPBLI 3TOT TYMaH — OH MOJHUMAJICI C CaMOM 3eMJIH, NMOJ00HO XHUBOMY

CymeCTBY, U Ha/IBUT'aJICA HAa ropoA, CJIOBHO Tad HEKHE YXKaCHbl€ HAMEPEHHA.

Hepucca c roTOBHOCTBIO pa3BepHYJIach, CTPEMSCh 0OPATHO B TEIJIbIA U CBETJIbIN
JloM, TJle ee, IOMUMO Npoyero, */Jaja 6okaa BUHa. Ho BApyr xo[ ee MbIciel HapyLIWJI
CKpeXXeT KOJIeC Harpy:KeHHOW I[OBO3KH, TaK HENOX0XUW Ha OoTAajadwuieecs
NOCKpUIbIBaHWe 3Kunaxa KapsorThl. Hepucca mpuiypuiace, ctapasich pasrisfeThb

XOTb YTO-HUOY/b B I'YCTOM KJyOs1[eMCsl TYMaHe.

OHa pa3JpakeHHO B3JlepHyJia TOJIOBY, KOTJla M3 OOGBATUH TyMaHa HeCHEeUIHO
BblexaJia 6oJiblilasi MOBO3Ka, 3aTeM CBepHYBIIasi BO ABOP. Bo3HMIA Ha KO3J1aX COTHYJICS
B TPU NMOTUGEJM M TOXOIUJ HA MellepHOoro *)uTeJysd. U KoMy 3To B3giyMasoch B TaKoi
yac Be3THU KakKue-TO ToBaphl? /la ellle K mapaJiHOMy BXoAy noabesxatot! Pas juis ee
CeMbM HACTa/IM He Jiy4ylllde BpeMeHa, 3TH MY:KJaHbl PEUIWJIM COBCEM IM03a0BITh O

NPUCTOMHOM NOBeleHUU?

— Tocnoxxa Hatosu, ecniu He omuM6awCh? — TPy3HbIA NMPOCTOJIOAUH CJle3 C

I[TIOBO3KH U BBITAHYJI U3-3a ITOACA CJIOKEHHBIH JIUCT 6YMaI‘I/I.

— L[a, g rocnoxa Hatousu. YTo BbI pemnjin J0CTaBUTb MHE B CTOJIb HO3,£[HHI>’I yac?

— bo1oce... Balliero MY2Ka, rOCIIOoXa.
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Hepucca nouyyBcTBOBaJIa, KaK Y Hee 3eMJisl YXOAUT U3-II0J, HOT, CTOUJIO el YBUZIETh
JlepeBSIHHBIN T'Po0, JiexKalllMid Ha MOBO3Ke. Mopuc 1arHy/ K Hel, 4YTOObl OAEPXKATh.

Hepucca BHe3anHo o1y THIIA, 4YTO €M TPYAHO B3J0XHYTh.

— JIITOH... MEPTB?

YenoBek IOCMOTpEJI Ha Hee, U Ha €ero CypoBOM JiMLE€ YHUTAJIUCHb KAJOCTb H

0ECIIOKOMCTBO.

— O Hebeca, Hey»xkesiu BaM He cka3aau? MHe oueHb aJib, rocrnoxa. Coxxasero, 4To

TaK BCe BbIILIO... He AeJ10 TaK BCe YCTpauBaThb, BOT 4YTO.

On nepeaas 3alllucCKy HepHcce, U Ta CKaJla €€ B OJepeBEHEBIIWX IaJibLaX. OHa
IIbITaJIaCb CKA3dTb XOTb ‘{TO-HI/I6y,ZU:> — 4TO yr‘O,ZLHO! — YTOOBI BBIIIYCTUTDb HAPYXKY

CIaBUBLIEE €€ TPYAb OTYASTHUE.

— AyurTo c ero Bemamu? I['me oun?

MY)K‘{I/IHa IomapKaJ OOTHHKAMU O CTYIIEHH! U MOKa4daJi rOJIOBOM.

— Hy, BCe, 4TO UMeJi, — IIPHU HEM. Kak rOBOPHUTCA, BCEro ,qo6pa — C TpyAOM Ha

caBaH HabepeTcs.

Hepucca ougyTuia, Kak KpoBb OTXJIBIHYJIA OT €€ JINLA.

— Tak MHe BHECTH ero yepe3 33/IHI0I0 IBEPb, UYTO JIU? — CIPOCUJ NPOCTOJAUH U

MOBEPHYJICS, YTOObI BJI€3Th 06PATHO Ha KO3JIBI.

HepHcca MOJI9a KMBHYJIa €My, U TOT IIOKATHUJICA Ha IIOBO3Ke CO ABOpa K 3a,qu171

CTOpOHe MmoMecThsl. Heprcca oGHapy»XuJia, YTO BCe ellle CKUMaeT B pyKax 3amucky. OH
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pa3BEpHYyJia €€ U MIOIIbITaJIaCb IMIPOY€CTb, XOTA U3 €€ I'Jla3 He ITepecTaBad JIMJIUCD CJI€3bl.

Eli 6b1710 TPyAHO pa306paTh 3TH KapaKysH, Ho Hepucca U Tak MOHSIA, YTO B PyKH

el onavi elle OJIUH CYeT, Ha 3TOT pa3 — 3a JIOCTABKY MOKOWHUKA.

BniepBbie B *KHM3HU JsiM3abeT ropeBasa No-HACToALlEeMY. BbITb MOXeT, HOBOCTb O
CMepTH My»Ka CeCTpbl 3aCTaBUJIM ee HAaKOHelL, 0CO3HATh BeChb MacLITab 0OpyIIUBIIErocs
Ha HMX HecyacTbfl. JIUTOH BCerja JIIOOWJ ee, BUJAEJ B Hel pOJACTBEHHYIO AyILy,
CIIOCOOHYI TMO-JIeTCKM paZoBaTbCs >KU3HU. Temepb e OHa 3axJjeOblBajach B
HEUCTOBBIX PbIJAHUAX, U N03TOMy Hepucce npuuiiocb Ha BpeMs M03a6bITh O CBOEM
rope U NMonbITaTbCA YCIOKOUTB cecTpy. OHA cMaxHyJa BBICTYNMBIIKE CJIe3bl, CTApasACh

NpUAYMaTh, KaK IPUBECTH IJIM3a6€T B YYBCTBO.

— Tbl He 3a6b1a 0 Mackapaze y JlaHkacTepoB? A BeJb y TeOs elle He TOTOB

kocTioM! [Tonnpocu Mopuca noMoub Tebe co6paTh NOOOJIbIIIE JTUCTHEB.

JvM3a6eT KUBHY/JIAa W OTNpPaBUJACh K CJAyre, OCTAaBUB CECTPy HaeJHdHE C ee
MbICIsAIMU. Hepucca clMIIKOM XOpollo pasbupasnach B JAEMOHOJIOTHU U KOJIJOBCTBE,
YTOOBI CIMCATh NPOU30IIIE/(llIee HA MPOCTON CJy4yaid, HO U 0O'bSICHUTh BCE PAllMOHAIbHO
y Hee TOXKe HUKaK He BbIxo/u/10. OHa Jake pelinsia, YTO BCe 3TO 6OJiblIas TJyNOCTb U
YTO y Hee NPOCTO pasbIrpajiocb BOOOGpaKeHHe, HO, C JIPYTOM CTOPOHBI, CJAYXOB O
CTPaHHBIX MPOUCIIECTBUAX B BecTmapuie B mocjeaHee BpeMsl CTAaHOBUJIOCh Bce
6osiblie. Ha MrHOBeHMe elo oBJa/iesia MaHWKa. Bo BceM BUHOBaTa 3Ta Be/ibMa; cTapyxa
ybusa ee My»Xa, a Tellepb HacTaHeT ouyepejb 6eJHKKU JnM3abeT. Kak 3HaTh, Kakas

KOIIIMapHasi y4acTb el yroToBaHa?..

HepI/Icca HEeMCTOBO 3aMoTaJjia rojiopou. Camoe BaxkHoe — CTapyxa Be€pHeTCA
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cerogHd Be4epom, U IMo3TOMY HepI/ICCE HYKHO COXpPaHATDb TPE3BOCTb pacCCyAdKa, YTOOBI

He YIIYCTHUTDb CBOM IIaHC U 3aBJIaZl€ETh J€HblraMH.

— locnoxa? 'ocnoxa, K BaM rocTbs.. — MopucC IBHO OblJ1 HE TOTOB K TOMY, YTO
KapJsioTTa cpasy BoizeT B 0M, e/iBa OH TOJIbKO OTBOPHUT JABepb. Tenepsb ciyra InJjeJscs
3a CTapyxoH IO NATaM, KaK COMTBIH C TOJIKY lleHOK. Mopuc pa3MaxuBaJ/l pyKaMH U 3BaJjl

Hepuccy Tak rpoMKo, KaK TOJIbKO MOT ce6e TT03BOJIUTh.

Hepucca nogHsa/ack € KylIeTKH, HAa KOTOPOW OHa Aoxujasnacb KapsoTTel, u
nozoula K 6anocTpaze, OTKy[a ObLIO XOpPOLIO BUAHO BXOJ U NapaJHYI0 JIECTHULY.
Mopuc Bce cneznoBan 3a KapsoTTol, KoTopas mogHUMajach N0 CTYNEHSM ropaszo
ObICTpEe, YEM TOr0 MOXXHO ObLIO OXH/IAaTh OT >KEHUIUHbI ee CJ0oKeHHS. KoHYMK ee
TPOCTH, U3TOTOBJIEHHOW M3 YEPHOrO JepeBa, C Pe3KUM CTYKOM yJapsJ MO KaXJou

NPONJIEHHOU MPAaMOPHOM CTYIIEHbKe.

—IIpoBeau ee HaBepx, Mopuc, — ycnokauBawle ckasasna Hepucca cayre, XoTb 1
NoOHUMaJ1a, yTo Kap/ioTTe HU K 4eMy NOKa3bIBaTh JOPOTY K ee nokosAM. CTapoMy ciyre
NPULJIOCHh U3PSAJAHO NMPUOABUTH LIAry, YTOObl HE OTCTATh OT Hee Ha NMyTH B KOMHATY.

HMMeHHO Ha TaKHUX BHEITHUX anI/I6YTaX l'IpI/I.HI/I‘II/Iﬁ H 3WXANJ0Ch BbICIIee O6I.U,€CTBO.

YnenvuB nMpuBETCTBUSM KOpPOTKOe BpeMs, KapsioTTa ckasia HabasJallHUK CBOEH

TPOCTHU 06euMH PYKaMH M HAKJIOHWJIACb B CBOEM Kpecjie B CTOPOHY COGGCC,Z[HI/ILU:)I.

— HWrak, 1uTa Moe, 06Cy/IUM CTABKH...

HocneAHee CJIOBO IMOBHCJIO B BO34yXe, HOAO6HO HerHCTOﬁHOMy NnpeaJoxeHH1o.
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HepHcca B3siJ1a cebs B PYKH. OHa o4yeHb AOJITO pa3dMbllllJidJia HaJ TE€M, YTO IOCTABHUTb Ha
KOH CeroaHs#. OHa BbIINIPpAMMAJIA CIIMHY, IIJIAaBHO I10JIOXKHWJIA PYKHW HAa KOJIEHHU U 3ar0OBOpPHJIad

MEJIEHHO, Y€TKO BbIpaXad MbICJIH, KaK IIPpHUJIEKHAA IKOJIbHUIA, OTB€YalOollaA YPOK.

— 1 BHOBb 06£13y10Ch OTZJaTh YTO YTOAHO U3 TOTO, YTO MHE NPUHAAJIEKHT.

— To, 4T0 MO>KHO CYECTh YAaCThI0 BaC M YTO TOJIBKO Bbl CMOXKETE MHE ,Z[aTb?

HepHcca I[TPOCTO KKUBHYJIA B 3HAK COIVIACHA.

— A g xeJsalo, 4YTOOBI MOA CeCcTpa, JIU3abeT, NoJay4YuIa npujaHoe. JloctaTo4Hoe,
YyTOObl BBIUTH 3aMyX 3a JIIOOOTO 4YesJOBeKa 6/1IarOPOJAHOr0 IPOUCXOXKAEHUS B

BecTmapiue.

— Ilo pykam.

Hepuccy omapammuia pe3kocTb B roJsioce KapJsoTTbl, a Ivia3a CTapyxu
3abJsiecTesin.. MOXXHO JIM OBbLIO Ha3BaThb ee B3I TOJIOAHBIM? Bpsza Jiu, HO 6bLIO
3aMeTHO, 4YTO OblIO€ OJaroJylive CTapyXd CMEHWJIOCh 4YeM-TO BpOJie YrproMoH
pPENIUTESLHOCTH. ITO BbhIpa)KeHHWE JIMIAa COBCEM He MOoAXoAuJio ed, u Hepuccy cuibHO

06ecroKousIa CTo/Ib BHe3alHas nepeMeHa B 061MKe Kap1oTThlI.

Kapsnorra Mo/sya npoTsHy/a pPyKy W JIETKMM [BWXXeHHEM CHsJa KapTbl. OHa
B3mIsgHy/1a Ha Hepuccy. B miazax crapyxu, ryb0KO MOCaKEHHbIX Ha MOPLIMHUCTOM
CTapoM JIWIle, FOpeJ MOYTH 6e3yMHbIN OTOHEK. DTOT B3IVIsLJ, HANOJHUJI cep/ue Hepucchl
TPEBOTOM, MO3TOMY OHA OTBEPHYJIaCh U C YCUJIHUEM NPUKYCUJIA S3BIK, YTOObI OTOTHATh

HENpUATHOE YyYyBCTBO. KapJIOTTa B3dJia U3 KOJIOAbI BEPXHIOIO KApPTY.

Hepucca Toxe BBITSIHy/Ia KapTy Y MOJIOKUJIA €e Ha CTOJI lepes; CO00i. 3aTeM OHHU
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TSHYJIM KapThl 110 O4epeiu [0 TeX Mop, MOKa Yy KaK/A0i He Habpasoch MO TPH IITYKU. B
KOMHaTe BOLAPUJIOCh TshKesoe MoJsidyaHUe. HakoHen KapsioTTa moTsHysach Bliepes U
nepeBepHyJla OMHHAALATh JIbBOB, BbDKUAAIOLe TocMOTpeB Ha Hepuccy. Xo3siike foma
Ha MTHOBEHHE 3aX0TeJoChb CMaxHyTb BCe KapThl Ha I0J, HO OHa MobopoJia 3TO
HaBaxkaeHHe. OHa MOJIMJIach, YTOOBI ee pyKa He 3aJpoxkaJia MoJ| B3MJIsSJ0M CTapyXu, U

nepeBepHYyJia OAHY U3 KapT. DTO 0Ka3aJICsl apXaHreJl KOPOH.

— Hy Hajo ke, kak BaM MOBe3JI0, — C YJbIOKOW BbIMoOJIBUIa KapsoTTa u

meJIKHYJ1a A3bIKOM, AeJiad BUA, YTO pa3aocCaa0BaHa.

Tem He MeHee, Hepucca Gblyia yBepeHa, 4TO eil yAasioch pacc/bliiaTh MOAJHHHbIE
HOTKM HeJI0OBOJIbCTBA B roJsioce crapyxd. I[lo6exna Hepucchl 6blia MpPaKTUYECKH
rapaHTHUPOBaHa, U MO3TOMY OHAa HEMHOTO0 pacciabuiack. OCTanoCch TOJBKO PELIUTD, KaK

OHa OyzieT foroBapuBaThcs ¢ KapsioTToM 0 pa3Mepe NpUAAHOTO [TOCJIE UTPBI.

KapnoTTa nepeBepHyJia elie o/Hy KapTy, OKa3aBIIyOCs 1eBATKOW KOPOH, a cpasy
nocJsie Hee Hepucca oTKpbLIa TporKy 3Mel. Jlo cero MoMeHTa Hepucce He pyUxoaAuI0Ch

BU/IETh, KAK CTapyxa KoJie6JieTcs], HO Ta BCe JiepKaJjia pyKy HaJ, ocaeHel KapTou.

— MoKeT, CTOUT O06BSIBUTH HUYBI? — BKpaJuUMBO Npeasioxkuaa KapsoTTa,
BOIPOCUTEJIbHO NPUNOAHAB OpPOBb. — B KOHIle KOHI|0B, CTAaBKU TaK BbICOKH, YTO ObLIO

Obl IIPOCTO HEYECTHO HE NaTb BaM BO3MOXXHOCTH BbIMTH U3 1504018

Tenepb Hepucca nosiHOCThIO yoeIUIach B CIa60YMHUU CTapyXU. BBITSHYB BTOPYIO
M0 CTAPUIMHCTBY KapTy B KOJIOJle, OHA MIPAaKTUYEeCKU He MOorJia mpourparth. U ¢ yero 6ol
el coramaThCsd Ha HUYbIO? W KTO, BOOOIE, BBIXOJUT W3 UIPbl, HE NepeBepHYB

nocJieiHI00 KapTy? BHe3anHo Hepuccy o651 ykac — BJPYT cTapyxa pelina NOUTH
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Ha MOMSATHYI0 U OTKaXXeTCS MCHNOJIHATH yroBop? Bapyr oHa, kak u Hepucca, 6bl1a no
yIIU B AoJsirax? MoxeT, U3 Hee BOBCe He yJJacTCs BBITAHYTb HU €JMUHOM MOHETHI, TaK KaK

JleHer y 6e3yMHOU CTapyXHy HET, U el MPOCTO 3aX0TEJ0Ch NOUTPATh. A BAPYT...

A Bnpyr HeT? Hepucca HaMepeBaJiach y4acTBOBATb B 3TOM dapce 0 KOHIA, OKa
ocTaBaJslachb XOTs Obl IpU3payHas HaJleXK/Ja BblAaTh Jin3abeT 3amMyx. OHa y/abIOHY/1aCh
B oTBeT Kap/jioTTe He MeHee BeXJHUBO U J0OpoOXeJaTeJbHO M OTMaxHyJachb OT

0EeCIIOKOUHBIX MBICJIEH.

— llpepsiaraete JIMIIUTD Bac 1maHca Ha BeIMrpeim? Hu 3a 4yrto. Bel Begp MoxeTe

IMOJIYYUTDb apXaHreJsia 3Be3 /.

KapJioTTa B3rJisiHy/1Ia HAa KapTy C TAKUM BbIpaXKeHHEeM, OYATO TaM U BIPSIMb JiexKaJl
apxaHreJ 3Be3/,. OHa nmepeBepHyJa KapTy U ONyCTHUJIAa €€ Ha CTOJI C TAKOW CUJIOW, YTO

Hepyicca HeBOJIbHO B3ApOrHyJIa.

JIBOlKa JIbBOB.

KeHLMHBI 3acMeSIUCh; 3TO ObL BEXJIMBBIN CMeX, KOTOPbIM MO3BOJISAJ OTBJIEYb
BHUMaHHE OT HEJIOBKHMX CHUTyallUd W COXpaHsJ HepyLMUMbIM XPYNKUHA MOCTHUK
npuanyuid. Ho Hepucca 4yBcTBOBasia, Kak HampsbKeHHe NMOKUAAET ee TeJso, MOoJ00HO
Mep3KoM ucnaprHe. KapsoTTa Kpenko ckasna HabalJallHUK TPOCTH JieBOUW pykou. OHa
BCe ellle Jiep:kaJjla CBOU UCCYLIeHHbIe NMaJiblbl HAJl KAPTOH, OYATO Ha/lesCh IEPEBEPHYTH

ee ele pas 1 AO6I/ITbCH APYyroro ucxozaa.

— O, Aoporad KapJ'IOTTa, Bbl M€EHA [aXe 4YyTb-4yTb HaAllyraJd.. — Ha4daJa

Hepucca, HO cTapyxa pe3Ko BCKOYUJIA U PUHYJIACh U3 KOMHATHI, JlaXke He 00epHYBIIUCH.
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Hepucca nocnefoBasia 3a Hel, XOT M He 3HaJsa, KaK 3arOBOPUTb O MOJYYEHUH
npugaHoro. HakoHen, oHa pewmwnna, 4To ecad KapsaoTrta He cobupasiach BBINOJHUTD
yroBOD, TO TepATb Hevyero. C Apyrou CTOpoHkI, ec/ivd KapJsioTTa Bce e peluT cAepKaTb

CJIOBO, TO Ha/J0 0GCYAUTH BBIMTPBILI IPSAAMO celyac.

— Yro xk, KapsioTTa, HaM CTOUT 06CYAUTb...

— Her.

OTka3 A40BUTHIM TYMaHOM NOBHUC B Bo3ayxe. KapsioTTa nouwia K Beixogy. Hepucca

axHyJsa. Y camoit aBepu KapsiorTa o6epHynach.

— HeT, — ckasasna oHa, — MbI He 6y,£[eM HHU4ero O6CY)KAaTb. Bbl, rocnoxa
HaTtoJsiu... BamMm cTouT ImoaAyMaTb O CTaBKaX. Ecau xoTuTe, YTOOBI £ BEPHYJIaCb 34BTpPa, 4

BepHyCb. Ho 06Ccyx/jaTh Mbl HUUEro He Oy/eM.

C >TUMHU CJIOBaMM OHa BhIILJIA.

Hepucca c TskesibIM cepAlieM cMOTpeJia BCle, yAAISI0IEMYCS IKUIIAXKY, I0Ka TOT
He uc4e3 B HO4M. Heyxxesu Bce 3TO 661710 HanpacHo? Heyxxesnn oHa Bujesa KapaoTTty B
nocaeAHUN pas3? Ygaya OTBepHyJaCb OT Hee, U 3TO BCe ObLIO JIHIIb >XEeCTOKOH
HacMellKoW cyab6b1? Hepucca cxana kynaku. [lpuganoe ass dav3abert.. OHA kesasa
Juuib 3toro. Jlaxke ecid y Hee He OCTAaHETCl HUYEro, OHa BCe PaBHO COXPAHUT
JIOCTOMHCTBO, 3Hasl, YTO €M y/1aJI0Ch 06eCneYuTh CecTpe KPAaCHUBYIO, CYACTIMBYIO KHU3Hb.
B KoHIle KOHIIOB, 3/iM3a6eT MaJio YeM MOTJIa M0XBACTAThCsl, IOMUMO CBO€M KpacoThl, U

OblJIa COBCEM HE TOTOBA »KUThb B O€JHOCTH.
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Hepucca BcMaTpuBasiach B TEMHOTY, IOYTH OXKHK/asd, YTO MPHUJAHOE CAMO BOT-BOT
HOSIBUTCS NepeJ; Hel, MoJ06HO0 Yy/leCHOMY Japy U3 HUOTKyAa. OHa mokayaJsia roJioBou U
oTydTasa cebs 3a cTo/Ib UHQaHTUIbHbIE rpe3bl. KapsoTTa yexasa, JUITOH NOruo, urpa
OKOHYeHa. J/in3abeT NpUJeTcsa BBIMTH 3aMyX 3a rpyboro npocToJII[MHa, U TO €CJIU
noBes3eT. Hepucca nopa3mbicinia 06 OCTaBIIUXCS ¥ HEe BO3MOXKHOCTSAX U pellna, YTo
He IMOMellaeT HaNucaTb HOBble MHUCbMa KpeAWTOpPaM U MONbITATbCS BbIMOJIUTH
oTcpouKy. Kak 6b1 TaM HU OblLJ10, 60JIbIlIEe HUYETO Y2Ke He ocTaBasioch. OHAa B MOC/AeJHUN

pa3 B3IJISHYJIa B HOUHYIO MIJIY, @ 3aTeM BEPHYJIACh B ZIOM U 3aKphlja 32 CO60H JIBEpb.

— Mopuc! — no3BaJia 0Ha, U CTapbId c1yra nokasaJcs u3-3a yria.

— Jla, rocnioxa?

— [IpuHecu B MO#1 KaOMHET JIaMIly, MHE HY>KHO HallMCaTb HECKOJILKO IIHCEM.

OHa MOHsAJIA, KaK Pe3K0 MPO3ByYas ee ToJioC, U Cpa3dy ke Moxkasaesaa 00 3TOM.
Mopuc 6b1J1 TOJTHOCTBIO MPeJJaH ee ceMbe, U el He CTOUJIO BbIMEINaTh CBOK 3JIOCTh Ha

HeM.

— Cnacu6o, Mopuc, — f106aBusia OHA, U CJIYTa, BEXKJIMBO CKJIOHUB FOJIOBY B OTBET

Ha CTOJIb He4YaCTOe€ OTKPpbITOE€ IMPOABJIEHHE 6JIaFO,E[apHOCTI/I, MeAJIEHHO IolleJl II0

KOpPUZ0DY.

HepI/ICCa HEHaJ0JITO 3aZepKajlaCb y ABEPU — ell BOBCe He XOTeJIOCb BHOBb ITMCATh
KpeaguTopaM U YMOJIATb HX 06 OTCpO4YKe, TaK 4YTO OHa pellrJia He TOPOIIHUTbHLCA. Bce

paBHO OHa He CMOXKeT IIMCAaTb, IIOKa MOpI/IC He TIpUuHeCceT JiaMIIy. )KeHH_[I/IHa
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YyYBCTBOBAJIa cebs B 3alajHe, 3arHaHHOW B yrouJi, l'IO,Z[O6HO AWYH, KOTOPYIO IIpeciieayeT
ctasgd roHuyux. OHa ragasia, MOXHO JIM KaKUM-TO 4YyAOM IMPEeAOTBPATHUTDb HeI/I36e>KHOG,

€CJIM MPOCTO OCTAaBATbCA oe3 ABUXKEHHUA U HUYEro He npeJnNpruHUMaThb.

BHes3anHo pa3jiajsics TakoM TUXUHM CTYK B JIBepb, UTO Hepucca pemunna, 6yaTo e
novyzuaock. Ho moctydanu cHoBa, rpoMye, HacTonyrBel. Y Hepuccel gporuyso cepane,
HO OHa CMOTJIa B34Tb cebs B pyKU. HeT HUKaKUX OCHOBAaHUM CYUTATh, YTO 3TO KaK-TO
CBI3aHO C ee pebAYeCKMMMU Me4yTaMU O BOJILIEOHOM NPHUJAaHOM, PaBHO KakK He ObLIO
IpUYUH BEpPUTb, UTO BCe OOepHeTcd Jiydlle, 4yeM B cjay4dae ¢ JWITOHOM. OHa
Npub/IM3uIack K [JBepH, B KOTOPYK CHOBa IMOCTy4Ya/Md, W, pPEIIUB OCTaBUTb

dopMaIbHOCTH, OTKpbLJIA €€ caMa.

Masb4MK MO Ty CTOPOHY /JiIBEPU BBIIVISAJe] O4eHb 6€300MJHbIM, XOTb U MOJHSJ
Takod myM. OH cHAM LLIANY U NOKJOHMCA Hepucce, a 3aTteM JocTan U3 CYMKH

3ane4yaTaHHOE IIMCbMO.

— HpOIJ_Iy, rocriozKa, BaM IIMCbMO.

Hepucca B3ss1a NpOTAHYyTOE NOCJAAaHUE U 3aMEeTU/Ia Ha HEM U3AIIHYI BOCKOBYIO
neyaTh, CKPEIJISIILYI0 YEPHYIO JIEHTY, KOTOPOU Obl/10 NepeTsHyTo nucbMo. OHa xoTes1a

AadTb MaJIbYUNKY MOHETY, HO TOT BE€XXJIMBO OTKa3aJiCd.

— Ilpoilly U3BUHUTB, TOCIOXKA, HO MHE JIeHbI'M OpaThb He BeJIeHO, MHE BeJb yXKe

3allJIaTHUJIN.

Hepucca ynbi6Hyach 4eCTHOMY MaJIbiUKy M CHOBA NMPOTSHY/a eMy MOHeTy. ToT
HNOJAHSJ PYKH, KaK OYATO NbITasCh 3alllUTUThCA, W, yBUJEB 3To, Hepucca nepecrana

yJ1b16ATHCS.
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— H3BUHUTE, TOCIIOKa, HO MHE CTpOro HakKa3saJiu 60Jibllie He 6paTb, — MaJIbYUK

SIBHO ObLJI HaIllyraH.

OH oTCTynuJ Ha3aj, He CIyCKasi IJ1a3 C MOHETHI, Kak ecsid 661 Heprcca cobupasnach
BCYYUTb €My JieHbT'M HAacWJbHO. M KOMy HpHUILJIO B TOJIOBy TaK 3alyrdBaThb
nocelibHOro? CTpaHHOe JeJo... Hepucca xoTesia paccMesTbCsl U OCTaBUTh TPEBOXKHbIE

MBICJIH, HO IMTOHAJIA, YTO HE MOXKET U34aTb HU €ANHOTI'0 3BYKad.

3aKphbIB /iBepb, OHa BHUMATEJIbHO U3y4uJia lledyaTb. ITO 6bl1 paMUIbHBIN repb, HO
paHbllle OHA ero He BHJesa. MoxeT, OH NpHHaAJeXal 0JaropoJHOMYy [OMYy He M3

Bectmapma? U komy noHa1061/10Ch €l MUCaAThb?..

BHe3anHo oHa 0CO3HaJIa, YTO MOHATHS He UMEET, I/ie ObLI JUITOH BCE 3TO BpeMs U
y KOro 3aHUMaJ fieHbrd. OT cTpaxa y Hee CBeJsIo KUBOT. OHA MOXKET 0Ka3aThCs B JIOJITY Y
elle 6OJIbIIEro YUC/IA JII0JIeH, MPpUYeM BeCbMa BJIUATE/bHbBIX, KOTOPblE MOTJIM MOC/JATh

MUCbMO B TaKylo adJib, XKeJi1ad BEpHYTb TO, YTO UM IPUIHUTAETCA...

M cHoBa 6paHs cBoe pa3sbirpaBlieecs BoobpakeHHe, Hepucca ciomasna neyaTb U
cHsa JieHTy. OHa pa3BepHyJia IUCbMO Y HavyaJsla YATATh €ro CHavyasia Co CTPaxoM, IOTOM
C JItOOOMBITCTBOM, 2 K TOMYy MOMEHTY, KaK JiolLIa [0 Mocje/JHEN CTPOKH, OHA BIlepBbIe

34 JoJIThe MeCALlbl UCIIbITaJIa obGJieryeHue.

Cayyusocb HeBO3MOXHOe! IJTO ObLIM BeCTH O NPHUAAHOM, NPUAAHOM JJist
dnusabeT. Hepucca MbicieHHO mno6Jarogapusia KapsaoTty u Toro aHrena Heb6ec,

KOTOprﬁ CBeJI UX BMECTE, a 3aTEM I103BaJia CBOK CECTpPY.

— JsM3abeT, cTynau crojia 6bicTpee!
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ToJioc ee mpo3By4a/ HENPUIUYHO IPOMKO, COBEPIIIEHHO OIIYIIMTENbHO B TUILIUHE
JloMa, W, KasajocCh, MpHUHajJeXaal BOBce He eil. OHa BHOBb IpoYJa MHCbMO, U OT
COMHEHHUH He OCTajJiocb W cjea. JTO ObLIO TO caMoe o6eljaHHoe 4yno. Hepwucca

IMMOCTaBHJIa HA KOH BCE€ U BbIMI'PaJila UMEHHO TO, Yero el ﬂeﬁCTBHTEHbHO X0TeJIOCh.

— Hepucca, cectpuia, 4To cTpscaock? — 3Jau3abeT cOexasa IO JIECTHUILE,

oZieTasi B CBOM HeJieNlblii OCEHHUM Hapsi/l, 32 KOTOPbIM BOJIOYUJICS 1IJIEH ] JIUCThEB.

Hepucca 3amMeTHI1a, YTO HEKOTOPbIE JIUCThSI TPSICAUCH TaK CUJILHO, YTO OMaJaJiu C
6eryuied aeByukd. OHa 3acMesijiach, OAYyMaB, YTO JJU3abeT MOXKET MOTePSATh CBOIO
JIUCTBY, TOAOOHO JepeBy oceHb. Hepucca oceksnacb — 3TH MBICIU [OYEMY-TO

BCTPEBOXKUJIU €e — U YJIbIOHYJIaCh CBOEM CcecTpe Co BCcel JOOPOTOH.

— Jsin3abeT, y Hac o4eHb XOpollre HOBOCTH. KaK BbISICHUJIOCh, BAKOHT, — TYT OHA

BHOBb B3IJISIHYJIa HA NMHUCbMO, YTOObI He OUIUOUTBHCS ¢ UMeHeM, — /JlesbPUHUM, Hal
JlaJIbHUM POJICTBEHHUK, CKOPONIOCTHXKHO CKOHYaJICS, — OHa IoCTapaJiaCb COCTPOUTh
ne4yajbHYyl0 MUHY, HO 3TO He UMeJsi0 0coboro cMmoeicia. — [lepes cMepThi0 OH OCTaBUJI

JAeHer CaMbIM MOJIOZbIM CBOMM POACTBEHHHKAM, €lle He COCTOALIUM B 6pa}<e.

OHa cpenana may3y, 4yTo6bl JsM3abeT cMoIyia OeClpensiTCTBEHHO BBbIPA3UThb

paAgoCTb, HO Ta JIMIIb IPOAOJI2)KaJjla CMOTPETDb Ha CECTPY, OXKU4ad 00'bSICHEHHU M.

— IJTo npujaHoe, dar3abet. Tenepb y Teb6s ecTb NpUAaHOE, U HEMAJIOE.

JnusabeTr 6YKBaJIbHO 3anuvigasia OT paAOoCTH MW 3aXJiollaJla B JIaAOIIH, KaK
BOCTOp>XKE€HHO€E ANTA. Ona AadXXe HEMHOTI'O MOAIPbIrMBaJia. BHepBbIe Hepucca co4Jia, 4TO
He CTOUT CAEPXKUBATHL CECTPY. HOJII‘I/IB MecCALbI »KecTodalIiield 3KOHOMUHU U YHHUKEHUA

NNpruHeCJINn CBOU IJIOAHBI. Jn1u3adeT BblﬁﬂeT 3aMyK, 1 BCA 3HATb BeCTmapLua MoMMeT, YTO
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HepHcca HaToJuiu cMorJia BOCCTaHOBUTbD no,ao6a10u.1ee MOJIOKEHHE CBOEH CEMbHU.

— Illpupganoe! f cMory BBIATH 3a 4esioBeKa Haulero kpyra! — 3Jusu3abet

BaJIbCHUPOBAJia 10O KOMHATe, HEMCTOBO 1I€JIECTA JIMCTbAMH.

Hepucca yaeprkanach ¥ He cTasia OTYUTBIBATH JIEBYLIKY. B KOHIle KOHIIOB, 3TO ObLI

UX TpUYM®, TaK YTO MYCThb CECTPA TEIIUTCS, KaK el yroiHo.

— MOpI/IC! — BOCKJIMKHYJIQ, IIOYTH B3BU3T'HYJId 3JIH336ET, Aa TAK 'POMKO, 4YTO €€

CceCTpa HEBOJIbHO CMOPpIIHJIACh.

Ho He ycnesia Hepurcca oTKpBITh POT, KaK J€BYILIKa YKe B3siJ1a ee 3a PyKH U YTO-TO

3dTapaTopuJia, CUdd OT paaAOCTH.

— CTouT JIu MHe BbIMTH 3a BoeHHOro? [oBopAT, kanuTaH /lOHH X04eT KeHUThCH, a
OH MY»KYMHA OYeHb HUYEero. A MoXKeT, Ha/io BbIOpATh NpUABOpHOro? PaliMoH 1 X3CTOH B
NpoLLJIOM 6aJbHOM Ce30He IMOJIHOYM TaHLleBaJl CO MHOM y TOCHOXH YUTTHUHITOH, H,
KaXkeTcsl, OH KO MHe HepaBHoAylleH. A CesiecTa roBOpuWJa, YTO HA MackKapa/, roCrnoxu
Jlankactep npuefyT rocTH K3 IJHTINTAWIa, C TOW CTOPOHBI mpoJsuBa. Cpeayd HUX

00s3aTeJIbHO HAaWJEeTCs MOAXOAAINH...

Hepucca siviib JIeroHbKO KHMBajia B OTBET Ha CJI0Ba JeBYLIKU. Y HUX ellle OyAeT
BpeMs, 4YTOObl BbIOpaTh MoAxoAsulero »keHuxa. Hepucca ynvsi6Hynace Mopucy u3-3a
mieda 3siu3abet. Ciyra co Bceid BO3MOXXHOM B €ro BO3pacTe PacTOPOMHOCTbIO KOBBLJISI

K HUM C 06eCIIOKOE€HHbIM BbIpa*X€HHUEM, JepiKa B pyKe JlaMITy.

— O, g cefiyac pacckaxxy Bce Mopucy! d npocto o653aHa... Mopuc! — Jsnzaber

OTCKO4YMHJIa OT HepI/ICCbI TaK 6bICTpO, 4TO €[Ba He CTOJIKHYJIaCb CO CTapbIM CJIYI'OI;'I,
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KOTOPbIN BBITSHYJI PYKY, YTOObI OAXBATUTb JEBYLIKY.

Hora 3su3abet 3amyTasach B pBaHbIX CKJIaZKax HaKUJKH, U [ieBYIIKA OTYASAHHO
CXBaTUJIACh 3a PYKY CJYrd. TOT MoTepss paBHOBeCHE M YPOHUJ JIaMIy HA KaMEHHbIX

T10J1, Pa3JIMB GOJIBLIYIO JIYXKY TOPSILero Macua.

Hepucca BCKpUKHYJla, HO TNOTOM B3sJa cebss B pyku. Jiau3aber U Mopwuc
6/1aropa3yMHO OTCTYIHJIU OT NblJIAOLIEN JIY>KU U YCTaBUJIUCh Ha cTapiuyto HaTosu, kak
HanmyraHHble AeTd. OHa NbITasach COO6paXKaTh, HO €e TUITHOTU3UPOBAJIO GeCHYIOLIEeeCs

IJamMd.

— Hecu wmetny! Hago cbuTh miaMsi!— KpukHyJa oHa Mopucy, U CTapuk
3aKOBbLISAN Npoyb. Hepucca ybeaunach, 4TO MOGJM3OCTH OT OTHSI He OBLIO HUYETO
roprodero. Hepucca cHoBa B3IJisiHy/1a Ha pOXKalllylo OT CTpaxa U BOJIHEHHUS JiM3abeT U

3acTaBuJia cebs yablOHYThCcA. — Bce xopouio, 3i1u3abeT, Bce OyJeT...

OHa yMoJIKJ/Ia Ha MOJIyCJIOBE, YBUJIEB CTPYMKY [IbIMa, UAYIIYIO OT MOZ0J1a MJIaThd
JdnzabeT. OAUH U3 OyMakKHbIX JIMCTbEB 3aHAJICA M NPSAMO Ha raszax y Hepuccel
IpeBpaTUJICS B KPOXOTHBIN APKUU KocTep. [l1aMs MOTJIOTU/IO JIUCT U TEPEKUHYJIOCh Ha
coceJHUH, U He yclnesa Hepucca BbINTH U3 OllelleHEHMs, KaK 3aropesocb cpasy MAThb-
1ecTb JUCTbeB. Heprcca BCKpUKHYIIa, Telleph yKe B MOJIHYIO CUJIY, U II06exaJsia BOKpYT
ropsien Jyu K cecTpe, a da1u3abeT B3IJIAHYyJIa BHU3 M YBU/Jesa, YTO ropuT. [Ipexae
yeM Hepucce ypanocb NpuOJU3UTBCA K CecTpe, JeBylIKa B yKace 3aKpudajaa M
MeTHyJ/IaCh NIPOYb OT rOpsAILero MacJja, Ho IJaMs JIMIIb Pa3ropesoch CUJbHee, OXBAaTUB
noJIoBUHY I/1aThsA. Hepucca no6exasa Beies 3a Hel, HO J/1M3abeT oxXBaTHUJ/a AHUKa, U
OHa HecJIaChb IO KOPUJOPY BIlepeJy CeCTphl, orjalias Becb JOM >XYTKUMU BOILISMHU.

HaKOHeI_I HepI/ICCE yAaJIOCh JOTHATb U yAepPXKaTb BbIPbIBAOIIYHOCA U3 €€ PYK J113abeT.
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Jluo Hepuccel 06aBaiv BoJiHbI kapa. OHa 6WJia 10 OTHIO PYyKaMH, HO MJaMsl TOJIbKO
pasropasiochb, ¥ BO BCe CTOPOHBI JIETEJIM UCKPBI. JJiM3abeT 3aKprUyasia oT 60JM, KOrja ee
BOJIOChI OXBAaTHWJI OFOHb, U MOMNbITAJaCh BIPBAThCSA U3 00bATUN cecTphl. TyT Hepucca
B34JIaCh 3a CKJIaJ KU IJIaThsl U pBaHyJla Ha ce6s1 U30 BceX cuJl. CTapble BBl Pa30LIJIKCh,
Jdr3abeT yAasoch BbICBOOOJUTHLCS, U OHA pyxHyJa Ha moJs 6e3 co3HaHus. Hepucca
O6pocuaach K Hel M MPUHSAJIACh TYLUIUTh ee ropsiiiue Bosockl. Ee TOMHUIIO OT 3anaxa

000KEeHHOH IIJIOTHU.

Hepucca HeMeaieHHO Toc1aia Mopuca 3a JieKapsiMH, U, K ee OTPOMHOMN PaJi0CTH,
Te He MPOCTO OTKJUKHYJIHUChb, HO MPUMYa/JMUCh cTpeMryaB. OHU HECKOJIbKO 4YacoB
O60pPOJIKCh 3a )XKU3Hb JJIM3a0eT U CMOIVIM CIIACTH €€, HO OT ObLJIOM KpPacoThl HE OCTAJIOCh
u ciaeja. Ee sinno 661710 06e306paXkeHO0 KpacHbIMHU BOJIABIPSIMH, KOTOpPbIE, IO CJI0BaM
JieKape, co BpeMeHeM IpeBpaTATCcs B mipaMbl. OHa JIMIIKJIACh MOYTH BCEX BOJIOC, U BCIO
ee T0JIOBY, TOKPBITYIO COXCKEHHOW KOKeH, MOKPBbIBAJIM KOLIMapHble MOKHYIIIME PaHBbI.
OHa JMIIMJIaCh OZHOIrO TIJla3da — ee OpOBb KapUKAaTYpHO HaBHcCasia HaJ, MyCTOU
rya3Huned. To, 4YTO ocCTasoch OT ee ryd, HAIOMUHAJIO TeNMepb CTPAIIHYI YXMBLIKY,

IMOJIHYIO MYKH U IIPE3PEHH.

Hepucca no paccBeTa mnpocujiesia y NHOCTeJIM CeCTPbl, KOTJA I0J JelCcTBUEM
JIeKapCTBEHHbIX Ma3el M HacToeK J/iM3abeT HaKOHel| MpoBaJinjach B O6eCIOKOWHBIN
coH. Hepucca Bce aymana o cBoeil omubke. OHa onpejieieHHO OTHeC/Jach K CTapyxe
CJIMIIKOM JIETKOMBICJIEHHO, HO CaMbIM IVIaBHbIM 6ObLJIO TO, YTO KapJsioTTa yHUYTOXH1a
BCe, Yero nbiTajnack JocThyb Heprcca. BHe3anHo oHa noHsIa, YTO NpH/IaHOE B paBHOU

Mepe npegHa3Ha4daJoCb KaK AJid 3JIHSa6eT, TaK U 4Jid Hee. BYZU:» €e BOJId, OHa HUKOrJa
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60Jibllle He BCTPETUJIACh Obl C 3TOM y»KaCHOMU KeHIIMHOU. OHa ObI CHOBA BepHYJIACh K
»KU3HU OOHUILABLIEH ABOPSHKH, NONbITaNaCh Obl MPUBECTH CBOU Jiesia B MOPSI0K, HO
OHa He MOIJIa BBIHECTH TOTO Y>KaCHOTO HecyacThbsl, YTO NOCTUIJIO Jau3abeT. KapsoTTa
MCII0JIb30BaJia IPOTHUB Hee ee >Xe COOCTBEHHbIe KeJlaHus, U Jn3abeT nocrpajasna. Ee
cecTpa OyZeT cTpajaTh A0 KOHLA CBOeH »KW3HH, ecJU Tosibko Hepucca He cMoxeT

KaKHM-TO 06p830M HCIIPABUTL COAECAHHOE.

JlBaXk/ibl OHA MNbITaJacb 3al0JYYUThb CTOJIb KeJaHHOe O0raTCTBO, U JABAX/AbI ee
6/IM3KUX MOCTUTaIM HecdyacTbsA. CTapoll BeJjbMe He yacTcs IPOBECTH ee B TPETUH pas.
Eli 3aBJs1aziesia X0/104Had ¥ ropbKas pelinMOCTb, ¥ Tellepb OHA TOYHO 3HaJIa, YTO HY»KHO
caenatb. Beuepom Hepucca OyzeT HarotoBe, OHa NMOAHUMET CTaBKH, U B ITOT JE€Hb

OyZileT HeBaXKHO, BbIMTPAET JIM OHa.

Mopuc BbITJISIHY/1 U3-3a2 TSKEJIOW LITOPHI B CaJibHE U OKWUHYJ B3IVIAZ0M YJIULY.
Ctapblil cayra ObLI MOX0X HAa HaxoxJyuBlIerocs sictpe6a. OH BUHUJ cebs B TOM, UTO
CAYYUJIOCH ¢ Jn3abeT; xoTsa Hepucca cliesiana Bce BO3MOXKHOE, YTOObI YCIIOKOUTD €rO,
OHa He MOIJIa paccKka3aTb eMy BCHO mpaBjy 06 3ToM HecyacTbe. [l09TOMy OH, MOJ06HO
O6paBOMy COJIAATY, 3aHSJ HAOJIIOAATENbHBIA NOCT U BbICMAaTPUBaJ Ha Y/HIle IKUMNAX,
KOTOPbIN OHM 00a *Aau. Ec/IM OH U cuuTas cTpaHHBIM, 4TO Hepucca codsia yMeCcTHbIM
NPUHUMATh FOCTEN U UTPaTh B KAPThI MOCJI€E TaKUX MOTPSICEHUH, BCAYX OH 00 3TOM He

rOBOPHJI.

HepI/Icca yAepxKajacb OT TOro, YTOOBI HaJUTh enie OoANH 6oKaJ BHHA, U CHOBa
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NpPUHAJIACh PAsMBILUIATE O mpefcTosineM Busute KapsorThl. Ee oceHuso, 4To OHa
BOBCE He 06513aHa OblIa CHOBA UrPaTh C 3TOM cTapyxoi. OHa MOXeT NPOTHATh ee, Korja
Ta npujeT. Ho B 3TOM, padymeeTcs, He 661710 Heo6xoauMocTH. OHa 3Hasa, uTo KapsorTa
NpUAET, TOJbKO ecaiu Hepuicce camMmoii Toro xodeTcs. A ellle OHa IOHUMaJla, YTO eCJIM OHA

IoxKeJiaeT ee BUAETD, TO KapHOTTa He CMOXET He l'IpPIﬁTPI.

OHa ciymasa gajeKui 601 4acoB, pa3HOCUBILMICA 10 BceMy ropogy. MHTepecHo,
M3 KaKOM TeMHOM OTBpPAaTUTEJNbHOW HOPBI BbLIe3Ja 3Ta cTapyxa’ BHesanHo Hepucca
0CO3HaJIa, YTO BCe MEPEXUTOeE Mocje nodes; B Urpe NOKaKETCH He TAKUM YK CTpPaLIHbIM
II0 CPAaBHEHHUIO C TeM, YTO KJET ee B CJydae Npourpela. /lo Hee JOXOAUIU CIYXHU O
HeCYaCTHBIX »KepTBax, elle Oblolydecsd, KpPOBOTOYAlMe cepJlia KOTOPBIX ObLIU
BbIpBaHbl U3 TPy, HO OHA OTOTHaJa y»acHble MbICIW. KapsoTTa cKOpo oKaeTcs
3aecb, 1 Hepucce Heo6xoAUMO JAepaTb cebs1 B pyKax U ObITb TOTOBOM KO BCEMY.
CTapyxa npezcTaB/saaacb el KeM-TO BpoJe [ieMOHa, KOTOPbIM cpasy ABJAJCH, CTOUJIO
JIMIIb Ha3BaTb HYyXHoe HMA. Hepucca ofHMMM ryb6aMu NpousHecaa TPU CJIOTa,

BOOOparkasi, YTO MPHU3bIBAET MPOKJISATOTO 3/I06HOTO AyXa U3 3JIOBOHHOU MPEUCTIOAHEH.

— locnoxka, — npokpsixtes Mopuc, — oHa 3/1eCh.

Ynbi6Ka Ha Jiknne HepI/ICCbI CMEHHUJIACb BbIpa*KE€eHHEM I‘OpbKOﬁ PEHUMOCTH.

— Xopouo, Mopuc, BIIyCTH ee.

Hepucca oTKHWHyJIachb Ha CIOMHKY CTyJla U BHOBb IMOCMOTpeJia Ha KapThbl. Yxke
JIBOKJbl OHU JlapoBa/id el mobejy, HO C KaXJ0W Urpoil oHa Tepsisia Bce GoJiblie. Ho
cerofiHg Bce OyJleT Mo-ApPyromy, nojymaJsia oHa, ¥ Hajauaa cebe BUHA. Cero/Hs1 Be4epoM,

eCJIM BCe HOﬁAET 10 IJIaHYy, CTAHET HEBAXHO, YTO 3TO ObLIa 4yTb JIM HEe NocjeJHAd
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OyTblJIKA B JoMe. Pa3Mblllisisd, OHA HEMHOIrO IoJep:Kajla TepNKUHA HANUTOK BO PTY.
KoHe4HO, OHa HU B 4YeM He MOrJia 6bITh yBepeHa, UMes [1eJi0 C ITOU BeIbMOM, IEMOHOM...
WJIM KeM elle Morya ObITh cTapyxa. Ho oHa yXe Bce TBepAo AJs cebs pelidia.
OTcTynaTh HeKy/Jja, HaCTaJo BpeMsl JOBECTU UTpy A0 KoHIa. OHa pacrnopsiuiach,
yTo6bl MOpHC 3aHSIJ1 MECTO y OKHA, — ee NepBbId IIar B HOBoM ram6ute. OHa He

CO6I/IpaJIaCb IO3BOJIUTD, YTOObI CeroaHd ee 3aCTaJikh BpacCIlJIoX.

OfHako B ABepb He NOCTy4daJu, U BCKope Hepucca yciblliasa pe3kui CTyK
Y>KaCHOM 4YepHOU TPOCTH, 3XOM OT/aBaBIIUICA OT MPaMOPHOTO MoJia. Mopuc He MOT 6Obl
TaK ObICTPO CIYCTUTbCA U OTKpPBITh JBepb. COOCTBEHHO, OHa U He CJblIaja, YTOObI
TsKeJlasd [yo6oBasd JBepb BooO1le OTKpbIBaiack... Ho KapsoTTa yxe npoHuk/a B ee JoM
Y NMOAHUMAaJIACh M0 JIECTHULE, C KOKABIM HACTOWYMBBIM YAApOM TPOCTH NOAXOAA BCe

OJIMIKE U OJIMKE.

Hepucca ciaplmana, Kak CTyK Ha JIECTHHLe CTAaHOBUTCA BCe IpoMye, IIOKa He
paszajica yxe y ABeped KoMHaThbl. C/ablliHO OblI10, Kak Mopuc mieTreTcs Bcjef 3a
roctbeil. KapsioTTa 6ykBa/ibHO BOpBaJiaCb B KOMHATy, U, XOTS B 3TOM y»Ke He ObLIO

HYX/bl, Mopuc 06bsaBuI: «[ocnoxa KapaoTTa».

Hepucca co3HaTesibHO He cTajla BCTaBaTh B 3HAK IPUBETCTBUS, a TOJbKO CUJIbHEE
OTKMHYJIaCh Ha CNMHKY Kpecsa. OHa 4yBcTBOBaJa, 4To KapsioTTe mockopee xoTesoch
Ha4yaTb Mrpy, Kak U el camou. Ha cen pa3 Hepucca nosBosinna crapyxe NpOSBUTH

HWHHULHUATHUBY caMoH.

KapJIOTTa HHWU4YEeM He II0Ka3aJsia, 4YTO yA3BJIEHd, HO HepHcca IIpeKpacHo
pa3614paJ1aCb B JIIOJAX WM 3HaJ/JIa BCE€ TOHKOCTH 3THKeTad, TaK 4YTO [AJid HEE He ObLIH

3ara,m<0171 €e MoAJIMHHbIEe 4yBCTBaA. CTapyxa C KpAXTEeHHEM ceJia, CKMMad CBOK TPOCTh.
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HaxkoHen, Hepucca nogHsia rjasa oT KapT UM U306pa3u/ia Ha JIMIEe CKYNy HaTAHYTYIO

YJIBIOKY.

— XoTute BUHA?

KapsioTTa y/bI6HY/1ach B OTBET, CJIETKa OCKIa0UBILUCH.

— Bnaro,aap}o, HO HET.

/lBe >KEHLMHbI NMPUCTAJbHO CMOTpeJSH APYr Ha Jpyra; Hepucca oueHuBarwolie
oraszena KapaoTTty, koTopas 60Jibllle He MOX0JUJa Ha PO30BOILEKYI0 BJJOBCTBYIOLLYIO
JlaMy, KOTOpPyl OHa yBHJeJia B 3KUNaxe. Y Hee BHaJMU IIeKH, I'yObl MOKPbLIUCH
TpeujMHKaMH, 3y0bl CTa/IH... ocTpee. [J1a3a ee JIMXOpPaZOYHO TOper AUKHUM, FOJIOAHBIM
6s1eckoM, U Hepucca nmoHsijia, 4TO 3a MocjaeHUE JiBe HOYH 3TO CyllecTBO ocaabuo. Ei
MPUILIOCh U3PSAHO MOTPYAUTHCS, U B lIoMe Hepucchl MPOU30LLIN YXKACHbIE COOBITHS,
HO NpU 3TOM CTapyxa HUYero He MoOJyuyusa B3aMeH. Hepucca npury6usa BHHO,
MI03BOJIUB KOMHATe MOTPY3UThCA B TUIIMHY. MaTh yuyu/a ee, YTO HU B KOEM CJydyae
HeJib3sl MO03BOJIUTh CONMEPHUKY yY3HATh, CKOJIb CUJILHO el 4ero-To xoudeTcs. Hyxxay oHa
CYUTasa CJaboCThio. A MO TOMY, KaK CMoOpuleHHble pPykd KapJsioTThl HenmpecTaHHO
Tepebuan TpocTb, Hepucca mnoHsJA, 4YTO 3TO CYIeCTBO OCTPO HYX/JaeTcs B
cerofHsAIHEW urpe. Yto kK, xopoiro. Hepucca Bocmosib3yeTcss 3TOM €AabOCTbI0 Kak

pbl4aromM u CMOXET IIOBJIMATDL Ha €e I,Z[(%I‘/JICTBI/IH.

Hepucca B3sisia 06UTyI0 6apxaTOM LIKATYJIKY M, OTKPBIB KpBIILIKY, MPOTSHYy/a

KapJIOTTe, YTOOBI Ta MOTJIa B3IVIAHYTb HA COAEPKUMOE.

— Mun1 YK€ CTaBHUJIM Ha KOH IIYCTbI€ CJIOBA U O6eH_[aHI/IH, HO B 3TOH IKATYyJIKE BbI

HaﬁAeTe 6pI/IJ'[J'[I/IaHTbI H 30JI0TO. YBepeHbI, 49TO He XOTHUTE IMoUurpaThb, JOroBOpHMBIIHUCH O
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4yYTb 6oJiee... BECOMBIX, MaT€PHUAJIbHBIX CTaBKax?

B riasax KapJIOTTbI 336p63)KI/I.Ha INIaHHWKQA, U OHAd Ha MI'HOBEHHE CiKaJia 4YeJIIOCTH,

npex/jae 4eM BHOBb JIbCTUBO y.JIbI6HYTbCH.

— HeT, MHJIO4YKa, 3TO MHE He MMOAXOAHUT. Eciu xoTture, YTOOBI 1 MCIIOJIHUJIA Ballle
CaMoO€ COKpPpOBEHHO€ KeJlaHHe€e, Bbl AOJIXKHbI IIPEAJIOXKUTbL MHE CaMoe Jgoporoe, —

CKa3aJia OHa, CTPpEMHUTEJIbHO IIpoBeaAd A3bIKOM I10 I‘Y6aM, HO,Z[O6HO Admepuune.

Hepncca npeactaBuJjia, 4YTO €€ IroCTbA LIMWIIUT, a4 €€ A3bIK pa3/IBO€H Ha KOHIIe.

3aTeM rocnoxa HaToJsiv KMBHYJ1a B 3HaK COTJIacUsl.

YBujeB aT0, KapsioTTa pacn/bliack B 3JI060HOHM Y/IbIOKeE, KOTOpast Ha 3TOT pa3 6blyia

BIIOJIHE I/ICerHHEI‘/JI.

— HWrtak, Ha 4yTO cTaBUM ceroaHsa? Yero Bbl celiyac 60JIbIlle BCETO XKeJylaeTe?

Hepucca sierko ynbIGHy/1achb B OTBET, HO Cep/lie B €e TPyAd OIIYUIMTETbHO
crtydyaso. OHA He COMHeBaJach, YTO 3TA KEHIMHA 06s3aTeJibHO BO3bMET CBOE, €CJIH
Hepucca mnpourpaer. OHa TLaTeJbHO BbIOHMpasa CJ0BAa, HO MPU 3TOM CTapaJiach

rOBOPUTDH KaK MOXKHO 060Jiee paBHOAYLIHO.

— MHe npocTo xo4yeTcsl, YTOObI K IJ1M3abeT BEPHYJIUCH CHACThE U KpacoTa.

KapJioTTa y>e cobupasiach 4TO-TO OTBETHUTb, HO Hepucca ocTaHoBuUJIA ee, TOIHAB

naJell.

— Ho cerogHd 4 corjiallyCb HUrpdaTb TOJIBKO INPHU OAHOM YCJ/IOBUH: JnusabeTt

JA0JIXXHa BHOBDb O6peCTI/I KpacCoTy U CHaCTbe IpAMO cefmac, N OHa HE JIMIIHUTCA 3TOTO,
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I[IOKa 4 He OTKPOIO MMOoC/JIeJHIO0 KapTy.

KapJIOTTa pacTepAHHO YyCTaBUJIACb HA Hee.

— XoTUTe copBaThb 6aHK, elle He Boiurpas? Kakue riaynoctu!

— Ecsiu B Baliey BJIacTH AaTh, YTO s MPOLILY, TO Bbl CMOXKeTe 3a6paTh CBOU Jap,
eCcJIv s1 mpourpar, — ckasasa Hepucca, Musio ynbl6HYBUIKMCh cTapyxe. — f1 Beib IPOCTO
npoily, YyTob6bl JM3abeT HEHaZO0JIT0 CHOBA CTaja KPacUBOW M cYacCT/IMBOU. UM BbI

IIPOTHUB U TOTOBLI UTPAThb C MEHBIIMMHU cTaBKaMu?

OHa MaxHyJa pyKOM KyZAa-TO B CTOpPOHY IIKaTyJkH, U Kapsorra mnokadasa
roJIoBOM B 3HAaK oTpunaHuA. Ha ee JiMme B paBHOM Mepe 4YMTAIMCh 37002 M

OECIIOKOUCTBO.

— HeT, koHe4HO ke, HeT. Ho Bbl pocUTe CAMIIKOM MHOroro. Hesb3s mosy4yuTtb

BBIMTPBILI, HE OJlep>KaB Mobexy.

Hepucce kasasocb, 6yATO OHa OGaslaHCHUpyeT Ha KaHaTe, NbITAsACb COOJIIOCTH
BHelIHHe Npuan4ynd. OHa nblTanack cfesaTh Tak, YTOObI rosos KapsoTTsl Bo3o6azann
HaJ ee BoJsied. Hepucca ynblGHy/ach 3ay4YeHHOW NMPUATHOM YJIbIOKOM W 3aMeTHJa, C
KaKOW HeyBepeHHOCTBbI0O CMOTpesM IJa3a KapJsioTThl, Kak OHa HEpBHO INepebupaeT
najbyaMud M cyTyauTcd. OHa Oblla BOIIOIEHWEM HYX/bl, XOT M MNbITajach 3TO

CKDBITb.

HepHcca AO0JITO MPUCTAJIbBHO CMOTpPEJIa Ha KapJTOTTy, 3dTEM II0XKaJia IJIedaMH, KaK
6YATO IIpUHHUMadA IIOpax€HHue, W CHOBA II0Ka3adJla Had IKATYJKY. Ona HaJMEHHO

CKJIOHWJIa TOJIOBY B CTOPOHY, INpPHU3bIBad KapﬂOTTy NNPpUHATb APAroueHHOCTH U

43



6e3e/yIIKH.

CTapy}o AaMy IeperoJiHAJia 3JI0CTb; OHA HEITPUATHO OCKaJIWJIACDh.

— Tak ToMy u O6BITB! — U, CKa3aB 3TO, CTapyxa XJIONHYJA B JIAJOLIM, 3aCTAaBUB

Hepuiccy HeBOJIbHO axHYTh.

Ha mur msiiams B JlaMie 3aTperneTaso, ¥ B OJyMpakKe KOMHAThI 1a3a KapsioTTsl
CBEpPKHYJIU, CJIOBHO pacKajieHHble Y. CTapyxa XHIIHO YJIbIOHYJIACh, TOPXKECTBYS, U
Hepucce ¢ TpyaoM yzanoch COXpaHUTh caMoobJiaanre. KapsoTTa Kasasachk ele 6osiee
CTapo¥d U ApPSXJIOHN, YeM BCEero MrHOBEHHE Has3aJ, HO HUKOT/A ellle OHa He HCTodYasa

CTOJIb 3pUMYI0 CMepPTeJbHYI0 YTPO3Y.

Cpa3y ke MOCJBbILIAJCS TOMNOT 6O0CBIX HOT: KTO-TO OBICTPO LieJ, TOUHee, MOYTH
6exxasn nmo kopuzopy. Kapsorra BcTpeTusach B3misiAoM ¢ Hepuccold, U kpail ee pra
M30THYJICA B YJ0BJIETBOPEHHOMU ycMeliKe. Hepucca 6/1aroxenaTeibHO YAbIOHY/1ACh, KaK
ecJii 6bl 006111a/1acCh C XKeJJAHHBIM T'OCTEM Ha 3BaHOM 006e/ie. Kazasioch, BHYTPEHHOCTHU ee
CKPYTHJIO B MOPCKOM y3€J1, HO JIMIO MPSIMO-TaKH CBETUJIOCH OT 6JIaroeaTe/IbHOCTU U

JloGpoyIus.

/IBepb pacnaxHy/1acb, HO HU OJ{HA U3 >KEHILMH Ja)Ke He IleBeJbHY/Iach. JJu3abeT
noj6exasna k Hepucce. Ha Hell 6b11a TOJIBKO HOYHAsl COPOYKaA, pPacHylleHHble 30J10ThbIe
BOJIOCHI CBOGOJHO HHUCIAJa/M Ha IJIEYH, a TOHKHE 4YepThl ee JIUIA CBETUJIUCH ellle

60JiblIIEN KPACOTOM, YeM paHblIIe.

— 0O, Hepucca, MHe TPpUCHUJICS TaKOUM CTpaHHbINA coH! Tam 6bLi10... OH, HY HaJ10 XKe,

— OHa 3aXMXHKaJia, IPUXKaB IaJIbIibl K I‘Y6aM, — A4 3a6bma, 4YTO MHE NNIPUBHUAEJIOCD.
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Hepucca c paccuuTaHHON HEOPEKHOCTBIO 00EpHY/Iach U B3IJISTHYJIA HAa CECTY.

— 3JTO 0YeHb 3aHUMAaTEJIbHO, 3J11/I3366T, OJJHAaKO celyac 1 [NPpUHHUMAK O4Y€Hb

BaXKHYIO FOCTHIO.

J/113a6eT, 0X0Xe, TOJIbKO 3aMeTH1a Kap/ioTTy ¥ oTCTynuMIIa Ha Liar.

— I[lpocTtuTe, yTo Nobecnokousaa. He cMIIKOM-TO BEXXJIMBO C MO€M CTOPOHBL... —
OHa BhIrJIsiZles1a 06eCKypaXKeHHOH, ee Halyrasa crapyxa, Ho J/J11M3a6eT Obljia CAULIKOM

B3BOJIHOBAHA, YTOOBI Cpa3y NOKUHYTb KOMHATY. — Tak MHe... yUTU?

Crapyxa B3TIJissHyJIa Ha JJIM3a0€eT, ¥ IeBYIIKa MONbITAJACh CIPATATHCS 32 CIMHKON

Kkpecsa Hepucchi.

— /Jla, dnu3abeT, cTtymaiiTe, — nmnpoxpunesa KapsoTTa, ckaB elle CHJbHee

HabasJallHUK TPoCcTU. — W monpoujaiiTeck ¢ cecTpowu.

Hepucca npuuiypunace, a Kapsorra ynbl6anace, ¥ B rpumace ee CKBO3MWJa
’KECTOKOCTb; He OCTaJloCh U HaMeKa Ha Jo0poesaTesbHOCTb. Hepucca 3ajeprkasa
B3, Ha KapsioTTe, a 3aTeM HCKpeHHe M JIaCKOBO YJIbIOHYJAachb 06eCnoKOeHHOU

cecTpe.

— Ilpoutaii, In3abeT, — npoienTasia OHa, U AeByIllIKa HEBOJIbHO MONSATHUIACH.

— Ilpowaii, — HeyBepeHHO OTBeTWJla JJK3abeT, a 3aTeM 4yTb JKM He 6Gerom

NOKMHYJIa KOMHATY.
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— [lpuctynum, — ckaszasa KapJsiorra.

OHa cHasa kosony, U Hepucca, konebssch, Hadyasa TAHYTh. Korga mects KapT
OKasaJIMCb Ha CTOJle, Ha Hee BHOBb HaxJbIHyJX coMHeHUda. OHa mojaBUja
HepeLIUTe/IbHOCTb, HaMepeBasAcb [JOBeCTH JeJo0 [0 KoHLa. 3areM Hepucca
nepeBepHyJia IpaBylo KapTy U MoCcTapajiach COPaBUTBCS C BOJIHEHUEM, 0OHAPYKUB, YTO
el mnonajscd enuckon 3Be3[. KapsoTTa 4yTh CHABIIIHO XMBIKHYJA, BbIpakasd
Heo/loOpeHUe, U OTKpbLIa NATEpPKy 3Meld. OHa obpaTu/ia HaANpPSKEHHBIA B3TJA[ K

Hepucce, u Tol npuLLIOCH CAieIaTh HaJ, COO0U yCUIMe, YTOObI He IBUHYThCS C MeCTa.

OHa HeyBepeHHO MPOTSHYJAa PyKY U oA rpy6biil cMeliok KapsoTTel nepeBepHy./ia
JieBy1o KapTy. OT IBOMKHU JIbBOB 6b1JI0 MaJIo NPOKY. Hepucca B3r/isiHy/1a Ha LIKATYJIKY, B
TO BpeMs Kak KapJsioTTa yxe moJjHec/a pyKy K ABYM OCTaBLIMMCs Y Hee KapTaM. 3aTeM

BblOpaJsia OJJHY U3 HUX.

Ona 6y1(BaJIbHO BO3JIMKOBaJia, 06Hapy>KI/IB, 4TO 3all0JIy4YHWJia apXaHreJia 3Be3 /. OHa
XHXHWKaJIa U €p3aJia B CBOEM KpecJe, a 'y HepHCCbI KpPy>KHWJaCb roJjioBa. 3To OblIA caMasi
CTapliad KapTa B KOJIOJeE. HepI/Icca IMOCMOTpeEJIa Ha OCTAaBIIYIOCA Yy Hee KapTy,

MNpeKpaACHO MOHHWMad, 4YTO OHA y>K€ HHU Ha YTO HE CMOXXEeT IMOBJIUATD, U BCE XKe...

— Hy Ke, goporyua, — KapHOTTa Aadxe He IMbITaJaCb CKPBITH 3JIOPAACTBO, —

epeBepHUTE KapTy, U IOKOHYUM C 3THUM.

Ee ockan ctan ele 6oJiee XHUIIHBIM, XOTb 3TO U Ka3aJIOCb HEBO3MOXHbIM; HepHccy
3dHHUMaJla OTBJIEHEHHAA MbICJIb O TOM, KaK UMEHHO CTapad BeJbMa 3a6HpaeT cepana
CBOMUX KEPTB. MO)KeT, BbICaCblBaeT 4Yepe3 pOT? Pa3prBaeT rpyab CBOMMH IIaJibLilaMH,

MOXO0XKMMM Ha Kortu? Uiau IMPOCTO BIrpbi3aeTCAd B IIJIOTb MEXAY pe6paMH, KaK OrpOMHasd

46



Mep3Kas Kpbica?

Hepucca noTpsicia rosioBod, crapasicb OTAeJNaTbCs OT KYTKUX (QaHTa3ui, U

YJBIOHY/IaCh CBOEH BU3aBH.

— PasyMeeTcs, MOXKHO ellle 06'bIBUTh HUYbIO UJIM TOMEHSTh CTaBKH... — Hepucca
CHOBA B3sJIa LIKATY/JKy U IpoOBesa MajbliaMU Mo candupy, yKpaliaBllieMy rpebeHb, a

34TeM 110 AparogeHHbIM KaMHAM Ha PYKOATH KHUHXKaJIa.

— Het, — oTpe3asia cTapyxa, o/JJaBIIKCh Bliepes B Kpecje. — Bbl corsiacu/ivch Ha

CTaBKH U IPOUTpaJIU. A Terepb IepeBepHUTE KapTy, BpeMs 3aBepPLIUTb UTpY.

— ,Z[a, — CKa3aJia HepI/ICCEl rojiocoM, XoJIOAHBbIM KdK CTaJib, — IIOPa 3dKOHYHTDb

Urpy.

Peskum pgBuxkeHMeM Hepurcca BblTamuaa KUHXaJl M3 HOoxeH. Kapsaorra
BCKPUKHYJ/IA U NIOJIHSAJIAa TPOCTh, COOMPAsICh OTPA3uTh yjap. HaBepiive TpocTH 03apusio
HeeCcTeCTBEHHO sipkoe maMs. Ho Hepucca noBepHy/ia kMHka/l U BOH3UJIa Jie3BUe cebe
B rpyab. U3 paHbl xJsiblHysa GarpsiHasi KpoBb, OPOCUB KapThl. KapsioTTa OoTCKO4YMIIa,
pbl4a OT XMBOTHOM SIPOCTU. BpBI3ru sIpKO-KpacHOW apTepuaJbHOM KPOBHW MNajavd Ha
CTOJI BCE peKe U pexe; COBCEM CKOPO I1a3a Hepucchl 3aKaTU/IKCh, M OHA ynasia 06paTHO
B CBOe KpecJio. Terepb KpOBb BbITE€KaJla U3 Hee MeJIEHHO, IOCTENEHHO MPONUThIBas

napyy Kopcaxa.

KapsiorTa pgosro cujiesna 6e3 JIBIXKEHUs], NPEPBIBUCTO AbIlIA W O0O0JIU3bIBast
MOKpbITble Yelllyel TyObl pa3fiBOEHHbIM KOHYMKOM s3blika. OHA mepeBesia B3TJs/[, C

OCThIBAOLIETro Te€Jla HAa KapPThl, OCTaBIIHNECA HAa CTOJIE.
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Jlo Hee JoHeccsl TOMOT 60chbiXx HOr Juiu3abeT. U Tyt KapsoTTy oxBaTuJio Bce
pacTyliee pa3oyapoBaHUe U HEJJOBOJIbCTBO: OHA OCO3HAJIa, YTO Yaphbl, HAJOXKEHHbIE Ha
JIeBYLIKY, OyAyT JeicTBOBaTh, NMOKa WUrpa He 3akKoH4YWTcd. CTapyxa 3aumumnesna u
NPOTSIHYy/IAa PYKy, 4TOObl NEpPeBEpPHYThb MOCAeAHIOK KapTy Hepuccel, HO 3aMsJach.

Tenepnb aTo GecnoJie3Ho, Be/ib yTOBOP HAPYIIUTb HeJb3sl.

«Iloka 51 He omKpot nocaedHww kapmy», — ckalasa Hepucca.

C 6osbIIMM ycunueM KapJioTTa nogHs/1ach Ha HOTH, TSXKeJIO ONUPAsiCh HA TPOCTh.

— OTyIM4YHO chIrpay, MUJI04YKa. U BpaBAy OTIMYHO.

Ona OTBE€pPHYJIaCb OT OKPOBABJIEHHBIX KAapT WU MEAJIEHHO 3dXpOMadJila K BbIXOAY,

InpeBo3mMorad 00JIb.
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